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Introduction

This is the first issue of On the Waterfront edited by Jaap Kloosterman and Jan Lucassen
after the retirement of one of its founders, Micke [Jzermans. We hope to maintain the
quality of her contributions and above all that Micke and our other readers will enjoy this
and the following issues as much as the previous ones. For the second time we welcome a
contribution by Rena Fuks-Mansfeld (see On the Waterfront 11, 2005, p. 3) for our column
“From all nooks and corners”.

Members of the Friends of the 11SH pay annual dues of one or five hundred euros or join
with a lifetime donation of one thousand five hundred euros or more. In return, members
are invited to semi-annual sessions featuring presentations of IISH acquisitions and by guest
speakers. These guest speakers deliver lectures on their field of research, which does not neces-
sarily concern the 115t collection. The presentation and lecture are followed by a reception.
In addition to these semi-annual gatherings, all Friends receive a forty-percent discount
on 11SH publications. Friends paying dues of five hundred euros or more are also entitled to
choose Institute publications from a broad selection offered at no charge. The board consults
the Friends about allocation of the revenues from the dues and delivers an annual financial
report in conjunction with the 1ISH administration. The 11SH was founded by master collecror
Nicolaas Posthumus (1880-1960) in the 1930s. For the past two decades, two of the institutes
established by this “history entrepreneur” have operated from the same premises: the NEHA
(Netherlands Economic History Archive) since 1914 and the International Institute of Social
History (1SH), which is now 74 years old. Both institutes continue to collect, although the
Subsidiary” 11sH has grown far larger than the ‘parent” NEHA. (Detailed information about
the 1ISH appears in: Maria Hunink De papieren van de revolutie. Het Internationaal
Instituut voor Sociale Geschiedenis 1935-1947 (Amsterdam 1986) and in: Jan Lucassen
Tracing the past. Collections and research in social and economic history; The Inter-
national Institute of Social History, The Netherlands Economic History Archive and
related institutions (Amsterdam 1989). For all information concerning the Friends, see

http:/fwww.iisg. nllfriends/ .
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From all nooks and corners

ounded in 1905, the Anarchist

Red Cross was an interna-
tional relief organization dedi-
cated to aiding anarchist prison-
ers in Tsarist Russia. In the United
States, branches were opened in
New York and Chicago, in 1907
and 1909, respectively. Boris Yel-
ensky (1889-1974), an anarchist
refugee from Russia, started
working for the Chicago branch
in 1913 and became its secretary
in 1924. At the time, the organiza-
tion was called the Russian Politi-
cal Relief Committee, but it was
soon renamed the Chicago Relief
Fund. In 1936, after the death of
the well-known anarchist leader
Alexander Berkman, the name
of the organization was changed
again, this time to the Alexander
Berkman Aid Fund. The Fund
helped anarchists in need all over
the world but focused on Span-
ish refugees during and after the
Spanish Civil War (1936-1939).

During World War II, as con-
tact with the comrades in Europe
was lost, the Fund aided comrades
in Central and South America. In
1944, after France and Italy were
liberated, the Fund tried to con-
tact old comrades and send money
and food parcels. After Germany
capitulated in 1945, this aid was
extended to Germany, where sur-
vivors of the Nazi death camps
and fugitives from Eastern Europe
(Displaced Persons, as they were
then called) waited in camps until
they found a new country where
they could rebuild their lives.

After Japan capitulated in 1945,
contacts were established with a
small group of Japanese anarchists
in Osaka that had survived the
war and tried to organize. This
group received help from the
Alexander Berkman Aid Fund,
and the Japanese secretary of the
new group drew Yelensky’s atten-
tion to the plight of the thousands

of Korean labourers forced to keep
Japan’s war industry going during
World War II. Most were unable
to return to their homeland
because of the war in progress
there and the ensuing division
into two separate states, in which
anarchists had no place.

The Fund sent money and
food parcels to several Korean
anarchists in Japan and received a
very moving letter of thanks, writ-
ten in English and signed by two
of the recipients. The long letter
relates the history of the Korean
movement, from the Japanese
occupation in 1910 until 1945, a
moving account of a hitherto vir-
tually unknown branch of inter-
national anarchism.

The letter can be found in the
vast archives of the Alexander
Berkman Aid Fund, part of the
Boris Yelensky papers, entrusted
to the 11sH in 1973 and currently in
the process of being inventoried.

Contributions about new acquisitions

¢ Craft guilds

One of the larger 11su databases
is about Dutch craft guilds. For
over 15 years Piet Lourens and Jan
Lucassen have been building a file
on all craft guilds that ever existed
on the territory of what is now the
Netherlands: no fewer than 2,000
between ca. 1200 and 1800. They
have published extensively from
this database as well. The sources
used for the database are obvi-
ously the archives of the guilds
and of the municipal authorities
that recognized them officially,
thereby enabling their local mo-
nopoly in the economic industry
where they operated. Such sources
are not ordinarily kept at the In-
stitute, although the NEHA collec-
tions comprise important printed
city descriptions and collections

of placards from the sixteenth
through the eighteenth centuries,
as well as some individual docu-
ments relating to the guilds.

Most of the documents found
outside the actual guild archives
are membership certificates. Some
members were issued booklets of
regulations (we have two copies
of those) and some a separate
diploma as well (of which we
had three until now). Not all
guilds were large enough or had
the financial means to justify or
afford this type of printed matter.
Recently, two such documents
were offered for sale, and the
NEHA is fortunate to have pur-
chased them.

The first is a printed list of
the vintners’ guild of Delft and
Delfshaven from 1772. This guild

was mentioned first in 1615 and
definitively disappeared two cen-
turies later in 1811. In addition to

LOGO ON THE
MEMBERSHIP
CERTIFICATE
OF THE
AMSTERDAM
HIDE MER-
CHANTS’, TAN-
NERS’, AND
SHOEMAKERS’
GUILD, OF
HENRI LE
GRAND, 3 DE-
CEMBER 1778.
THE DESIGN
CLOSELY
RESEMBLES
THE SAND-
STONE ORNA-
MENTATION OF
THE LINTEL
OF THE HYDE-
KOOPERS,
LOOIJERS EN
SCHOENMA-
KERS COMTOIR
[HIDE MER-
CHANTS , TAN-
NERS’, AND
SHOEMAKERS'
HOUSE],
LOCATED AT

7 RUSLAND
FROM 1633
UNTIL 1850
(NEHA BC

737, 2).
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INK AND
WATERCOL-
OUR PRINT,
DATED 19
MARCH 1816,
READING: ‘AS
SWEET AS
THIS SMALL
FLOWER
BLOOMS, GOD
GIVES YOU
HIS COVETED
BLESSING!’
PRESUMABLY
MADE TO COM-
MEMORATE
THE FIRST
COMMUNION
OF HENRI’S
DAUGHTER
JOHANNA
HELENA
JOSEPHA

LE GRAND,
THREE DAYS
BEFORE HER
THIRTEENTH
BIRTHDAY

(NEHA BC

737, 4)-

the printed names of 26 vintners,
11 vinegar wholesalers, and no
fewer than 26 distillers (mainly
in Delfshaven), the list features
hand-drawn trademarks used
for branding their vessels. These
enabled municipal inspectors to
ensure that vintner’s vessels were
used only for this type of contents
and not for oil, butter, or the like.
This was among the factors guar-
anteeing the reputation of the
city’s products.

The certificate of membership
we obtained was from the Amster-
dam hide merchants’ tanners’ and
shoemakers’ guild, which existed
from 1468 until 1811. Thus far we
had such membership certificates
from only three guilds in our
collections and are delighted to
add this lovely fourth specimen.
Especially since when combined
with other small documents, this
one tells us more about the guild
member concerned. The certifi-
cate is for Henri le Grand, who
came to Amsterdam from Ulm
in Germany as one of countless
immigrants in search of a better
future. To join the guild, he had
to become a citizen of Amsterdam
first. On 1 December 1778 he paid
his citizenship dues and took the

oath. Two days later he received
his membership certificate from
the hide merchants’ guild. The
other information we have about
him concerns his — probably
second — marriage, from which a
daughter was born, who died in
Amsterdam in 1870.

¢ Sylvain Maréchal’s
Pythagoras

Among many treasures from eight-
eenth-century French intellectual
history, the Institute holds a nice
collection of writings by Sylvain
Maréchal (1750-1803), chiefly
from the library of Max Nettlau
acquired in 1935. Maréchal was a
poet and for a number of years
assistant librarian at the Mazarine,

the oldest public library of France.
An avowed atheist, he spent four
months in prison for his Alma-
nach des Honnétes Gens (1788), in
which he substituted the names of
people he admired for the saints
who used to grace the calendar.
Afterwards, he published only
anonymously.

In 1796, Maréchal took part
in the movement of Gracchus
Babeuf against the Directory
that became known as the Con-
spiracy of Equals. His outline of
its programme, the Manifeste des
Egaux, was considered too radical
even by the participants. After the
failure of the conspiracy, he some-
how evaded arrest and in 1799
published six remarkable volu-

FRONTISPIECE OF SYLVAIN MARECHAL’S ‘VOYAGES DE PYTHAGORE :

PYTHAGORAS TELLS OF HIS TRAVELS AND PROCLAIMS HIS LAWS,

PUBLISHED IN PARIS IN 1799 (IISH LIBRARY 2008/1138)
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mes entitled Voyages de Pythagore
en Egypte, dans la Chaldée, dans
UInde, en Créte, & Sparte, en Sicile,
a Rome, a Carthage, a Marseille
et dans les Gaules; suivis de ses lois
politiques et morales. Clearly based
on the immensely popular Voyages
du jeune Anacharsis en Gréce of
Jean-Jacques Barthélémy (1788),
it told the story of the travels of
the Greek philosopher (ca s70-
480 BC) and of the ways he gath-
ered and dispensed his wisdom.
Though elaborate — Maréchal
took evident pleasure in digress-
ing from his subject — and loaded
with footnotes, the work was of
course largely fictional, since the
ancient web of Pythagorean leg-
ends had yet to be disentangled.
Despite this fictional quality, the
work is of great interest for the
history of radical ideas. At the
end of the story, for example,
Pythagoras summarizes the rules
of his school, and tells his pupils
that the first and last laws of their
association should be the return
to mankind’s original community
of goods — thus restating the fun-
damental principle of Babeuf’s
programme.

The Institute possessed only
two of the six volumes of the Vay-
ages. Thanks to a gift from the
Friends of the 11su (see On the
Waterfront, 16, 2008, p. 14), we
were able to purchase a beautiful
complete copy. The frontispiece
of the sixth volume, reproduced
here, shows Pythagoras sitting
on an ivory seat in front of the
entrance to the Temple of the
Muses in Croton, Southern Italy.
He is addressing his best pupils,
who have suspended a golden lyre
(top left) to celebrate his eightieth
birthday the day before.

&2 Picture postcards

of Germany, Russia,
Czechoslovakia

The majority of the Institute’s
archives and other primary sources
are acquired as donations or on
standing loan. Only a small share
is purchased and a still smaller one
obtained through exchanges. One
such exchange has resulted in the
collection of political picture post-
cards offered to Huub Sanders by

the owner of an antiquarian book-

IN 1898 IN GERMANY POSTCARDS WERE ISSUED TO COMMEMORATE

THE 1848 UPRISING. THE LEADERS DEPICTED HERE ARE (LEFT)

FRIEDRICH HECKER (1811-1881) AND (RIGHT) GUSTAV VON STRUBE

(1805-1870), THE HEROES OF THE ARMED UPRISING IN BADEN,

FROM WHICH VARIOUS SCENES FROM 1848-1849 IN FREIBURG,

MANNHEIM, AND RASTATT ARE DEPICTED (VERLAG MAX WAREN -

BERG, FRANKFURT A/M NO. 376; 11SH, B&G A62/345)

shop in Berlin. Although the price
was high, the antiquarian turned
out to be interested in several of
our duplicate posters. The out-
come was a wonderful exchange,
especially because hardly any of
the hundreds of picture postcards
thus obtained from the period
1898-1946 was present in our col-
lections yet. While most are from
Germany and Russia, a few are
from Switzerland, Czechoslovakia,
and Bulgaria. The oldest German
postcard was issued to commemo-
rate the fiftieth anniversary of the
1848 uprising. Subsequent post-
cards feature the socialist view of
agricultural work, crafts, and fac-
tory labour and commemorations
of party congresses, singing con-
tests, and May Day celebrations.
The 1919 uprisings are featured at
length, photographed from vari-
ous ideological perspectives. There
are also sports photographs from
the 1920s of social democrats at
mass demonstrations in formats
that could easily be mistaken for
those a decade later. As for the
Allied side, the lot included an
entire series of Hitler caricature
cards.

The Russian cards start imme-
diately after the Civil War and, in

IN HONOUR OF THE TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE INDEPENDENCE OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA, ‘VKT’
ISSUED THIS CARD FEATURING PORTRAITS OF THE
TRIO AT THE CRADLE OF THE NEW STATE: (FROM
LEFT TO RIGHT) EDVARD BENES (1884-1948),
TOMAS GARRIGUE MASARYK (1850-1937), AND
MILAN RATISLAV STEFANIK (1880-1919) (I1SH, B&G

A62/409).
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THESE THREE POSTCARDS GIVE EXAMPLES OF THE
SOCIALIST VIEW ON FACTORY LABOUR, CRAFTS
AND AGRICULTURAL LABOUR. ON THE TOP RIGHT
POSTCARD, THE GLOOMY IMAGE OF THE FACTORY
IN THE DARK VALLEY IS CONTRASTED WITH THE
PASTORAL IMAGE OF THE SOCIALIST FUTURE SYM-
BOLIZED BY THE RISING SUN OF THE GLOBAL MAY
DAY CELEBRATION. (LEIPZIG, 1908; IISH, B&G
A62/313). THE CARD BOTTOM RIGHT COMBINES AN
IDEALIZED PICTURE OF THE CRAFT OF FORGERY,
WITH PROVERBS TYPICAL FOR SEASON’S GREET-
INGS, LIKE “IT’S BETTER TO WEAR OUT THAN TO
RUST oUuT” (“RAST’ ICH, SO ROST ICH”) AND
“ENJOY LIFE WHEN POSSIBLE, AND STRIKE THE
IRON WHEN IT IS HOT”. (LEIPZIG, AUSLAENDER
& KUHR, NO DATE; IISH, B&G AG2/387) THE TOP
LEFT CARD FROM THE SATIRICAL MAGAZINE DER
WAHRE JACOB OFFERS A SUBTLE CARICATURE

OF A PASTORAL IMAGE OF EAST-PRUSSIAN AGRI-
CULTURE; THE CAPTIONS READ “JUNKER IDEAL.
ATMOSPHERIC DEPICTION FROM THE EAST OF
GERMANY: AGRARIAN GENEROSITY . ONLY AFTER
A CLOSER LOOK ONE DISCOVERS THE CHAINS BY
WHICH THE WORKERS ARE BOUND AND CONTROL-
LED BY THE PRUSSIAN POLICEMAN. (STUTTGART:
J.H.W. DIETZ NACHF., NO DATE; IISH, B&G

A62/395)

addition to featuring Lenin and
Trotsky together and Lenin alone,
highlight Father Stalin, as well as
workers of all shapes and sizes
engaged in sports. Other speci-
mens address the — Great Patri-

otic — War.

¢ The 1930s Haarlem lecture
circuit

The first term that comes to
mind to describe Dutch society
between 1870 and 1970 is pil-
larization, indicating that most
inhabitants subscribed entirely to
a single ideological and political
current. This meant, for exam-
ple, that socialists would join
the spap, as well as a trade union
affiliated with the Nvv, listen to
radio broadcasts by the vara, and
even shop at socialist bakers and
butchers, if any were available.
The same held true for Catholics
and various Protestant denomina-
tions. All organizations pertaining
to a certain ideological or politi-
cal branch were closely connected
at the top, and the leaders of the
respective pillars would in turn
discuss national affairs. Some
would of course start in one pillar
and end up in another. Examples

abound. Both in the Netherlands
and in other countries, plenty of
individuals are known to have
progressed from far left to far
right-wing views. Few explained
all the different ideologies on offer
at the same time. Recently, how-
ever, at an auction we purchased
a large notebook filled with notes
and a few letters folded into it
conveying all these different ide-
ologies (Archives ‘Nederlandse
Kleine Archieven, Personen’ 176).
The notebook belonged to E.J.D.
de Munck, who lived in Haar-
lem, an old city in the West of
the Netherlands. We know very
little about the man, except that
he died in 1954, and that he lived
in Haarlem in the mid-1930s and
before that — in any case in 1930
— in The Hague. Back then he
maintained a very amicable corre-
spondence with Willem Hendrik
Haighton (born in 1907 and an
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aficionado of Mussolini’s Black-
shirts). A few years later, how-
ever, he was searching. According
to his notebook, he attended one
or more public meetings a week
of political and social movements
between 25 February 1935 and 6
November 1936. He reported in
detail on the debates conducted
there and in most cases included
an admission slip, an announce-
ment, or a newspaper report. This
is the incarnation of civil society
and perhaps of basic democracy
as well (very suspicious minds
might even wonder whether the
notebook was kept by a spy from
the domestic security services, but
in our view this interpretation is
overly imaginative).

De Munck’s interests covered
a very broad horizon indeed. We
encounter libertarian socialists,
freethinkers, liberals, all varie-
ties of Marxists, theosophists,
Bellamy supporters, and people
debating about questions such
as ‘does God truly exist, or is
He merely an illusion?” or ‘do
we need to change our financial
system?” (by the Dutch Douglas
Gemeenschapscrediet Beweging)
or ‘Lenin and Christ. Are there
religious objections to Dutch
recognition of the Soviet Union?’
While some of these movements
are clearly international, others
are local associations and politi-
cal parties from Haarlem, such
as the Kleinfabrikanten [small
manufacturers] or the Eenheids-
bloc van Arbeiders en Kleine
Middenstanders [United front of
workers and small businessmen].
Modern media appear as well: the
entry for 10 July reads ‘Important
speech! Room half full, despite the
heat’ about ‘what everyone should
know about Indonesia,” featuring
a motion picture. Sometimes De
Munck, in his zealous pursuit of
the truth, travelled to lectures in
other cities, such as Amsterdam,
an easy train ride away.

In addition to De Munck’s own
ecumenical disposition, several of
the gatherings he attended were
structured that way, for example
the one on 3 February 1937, where
the following persons described
their observations in Soviet Russia:
a Dutch-Reformed preacher, a

Roman Catholic worker from
Breda, and a politically unafhili-
ated worker from Wieringen.
Finally, not all the events our
diligent reporter attended were
intellectual, as confirmed by the
admission ticket to the six-day
cycling competition at the RAT in
Amsterdam in March/April 1937.

¢ Albert Einstein (1879-1955)
Seventy-five years of systematic
collecting not only brings together
many collections on persons and
institutions important in social
history but also ‘condenses’ mate-
rial from persons or institutions
whose actual archive has been
lost or ended up elsewhere. Albert
Einstein exemplifies this process.

At the orientation visit of Rob-
bert Dijkgraaf, the new president
of the xknaw, on 7 July 2008, we
wanted to present a few of Ein-
stein’s letters. After all, Dijkgraaf
is a well-known physicist. To our
amazement, our search in the dif-
ferent collections yielded not only
dozens of letters and manifests
but also an unpublished lecture,
an unpublished preface, and sev-
eral visual discoveries.

How did these Einstein memo-
rabilia end up here, without the
usH ever deliberately collecting
them? The reason is simple. Even
before the start of his tempestuous
scientific career, Einstein was quite
outspoken about social issues. He
never joined a political party, as
he feared losing his independence.
Still, his stands on political issues
definitely placed him at the left
of the political spectrum. From
the start of World War I, he was
an avowed and principled pacifist
— to the intense displeasure of his
fellow academy members —and in
Mein Weltbild (1934) he unabash-
edly stated: ‘I consider social class
distinctions to be unjustified and
of late based on violence.’

The collection of Einstein
memorabilia at the 11sH runs from
about 1919 until 1947. In a letter
dated 19 November 1920 to an
admiring Minna Cauer, he shares
the following kind and laconic
observation: ‘I am aware that as a
person and a spirit I fall consider-
ably short of the image that you
project of me. But what difference

does it make? Some people are
destined to embody the illusions
of others, and strangely enough I
have become one of them. As long
as one acknowledges this situation,
no harm is done.” That he was
indeed capable of this is apparent
from his ability to admire others.
On 19 February 1925, for example,
he wrote the famous social dem-
ocrat Eduard Bernstein: ‘so few
have consistently been faithful
to the common good, even when
it was bitter and thankless. Still
fewer have taken it for granted
and done so with such modesty
as you,” followed on 7 November
1926 by: ‘It would take a powerful
Diogenes lantern to find a second
person who is as good.’

The most substantial portion
of the Einstein memorabilia is
presumably the rendition of a lec-
ture, including the debate, about
the causality concept, which the
famous scholar delivered to the
Marxistische Arbeiter Schule
(M.A.s. / MascH) in Berlin on 14
November 1930. Horrified at the
rapid rise of National Socialism,
he sympathized in the early 1930s
with the communists who had
founded this school. One of those
present, Karl Korsch, even though
he had resigned from the xpD in
1923, still attended such lectures
open to the general public. In
15 typed pages he provided an
account of the lecture, continu-
ously interrupted by questions,
which Einstein appears to have
willingly answered.

He responded to one of those
questions from the lion’s den:
‘Marxists [...] attribute excessive
significance to external causes.
For example, Marxists like to say
that the invention of machines is
a consequence of external circum-
stances, such as a country’s sparse
population, labour shortages, etc.
But the opposite is equally true.’
Later in the lecture, ‘a leading
member of the M.A.S.” revisits this
topic by stating ‘that legitimacy
in the rise of human civilization
tends to reflect a statistical pat-
tern, and that accordingly the
more recent developments in
physics are no cause for question-
ing causality as the foundation of
communist policy.’
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DESIGN BY
DIRK HART
(AMSTERDAM,
TEN YEARS
LATER HE
ILLUSTRATED
A BOOK PUB-
LISHED BY
THE DUTCH
NATIONAL
SOCIALIST
PUBLISH-

ING HOUSE
ROSKAM)

FOR A ONE-
GUILDER
SHARE FOR
THE INTER-
NATIONAL
PEACE HOUSE,
JUNE 1933
(11sH, PER-
SONAL PAPERS
OF J.B. TH.
HUGENHOLTZ

196)

LETTER
FROM HENRI
MANDEL TO
HIS SON
ERNEST ON
HIS 25TH
BIRTHDAY
(11SH, ERNEST
MANDEL

PAPERS)

Although Einstein expressed
agreement, he could not help
but add: ‘These subtleties [i.e.
the current xpD policy] are in no
way indicative of the legal neces-
sity of human history. This is

entirely independent of whether
the latest laws of nature are sta-
tistical or strictly causal.” Korsch’s
report does not reveal whether
this response satisfied all those
present.

As far as the history of social
movements is concerned, Einstein
is of course known primarily for
his dedication to the peace move-
ment. Remarkably, on 10 July
1932 he and the Dutch Reverend
J.B. Th. Hugenholtz (1888-1973)
signed a Protokoll for setting up a
radical-pacifist International Peace
House, a plan that was never car-
ried out because of Einstein’s
flight from the Nazis to Belgium
and later to the United States.

¢ Ernest Mandel turns 25
The papers of the Belgian Marx-
ist Ernest Mandel (1923-1995)
were entrusted to the 11suH by
his widow in 1996. While these
papers were already voluminous,
spanning some 20 linear meters,
at the beginning of 2008 the Insti-
tute received an accrual of another
meter, stored in an old iron box.
Since the early 1950s, this box
had been kept by Georges Dob-
beleer, a Trotskyist who played an
important role in the publication
of the well-known Open Letter to
the Party by Karol Modzelewski
and Jacek Kuron in 1963. The box
contained typewritten documents
and largely internal publications
by the Fourth International, as
well as a considerable share of
Mandel’s correspondence, both
with the movement’s leaders such
as Michel Pablo and Livio Maitan
and of a more private nature.
Most letters are from 1946-1948.
The very existence of the box is
interesting. After the start of hos-
tilities in Korea, some Trotskyists
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believed that World War 111 was
imminent. This placed them in
an unenviable predicament, as
the two protagonists, the capital-
ist West and the Stalinist Soviet
Union, appeared to agree on one
thing only — both felt a mortal
aversion to revolutionary Marx-
ism, which was thus in a desper-
ately vulnerable position. In addi-
tion to several political dilemmas,
this analysis thus clearly indicated
some very concrete dangers. As a
precaution, Mandel put his papers
in a box, which he then made dis-
appear.

The characterization of the
Soviet Union had been the sub-
ject of acrimonious debate at the
Fourth International’s Second
World Congress, which took place
in Paris from 2 to 21 April 1948.
During that conference — on April
5 — Mandel turned 25. His parents
had mixed feelings about his pres-
ence in Paris, as illustrated by a
letter that his father, who was both
politically interested and socially
active, wrote to his son that very
day. ‘Dearest Ernest,” his letter
opens, “We would have liked so
much to have you at home today
to embrace you on your twenty-
fifth birthday! Alas! There is noth-
ing we can do about it, since you
consider our love less important
than your effort to bring to other
people, who care little or noth-
ing for you, a happiness they may
not even want...” (‘Liefste Ernest,
Wij hadden 266 graag gezien, dar
je heden thuis waart om je op je vijf
en twintigste verjaardag te kunnen
ombelzen! Maar er is helaas niets
aan te doen, vermits je ook onze
liefde minder belangrijk acht dan
je activiteit om andere menschen,
die weinig of niets voor je voelen,
gelukkig te maken, wellicht tegen
wil en dank...’)

¢ Forty years ago

The Institute has an extended
tradition of ‘correspondents’.
Even before ww 11 the isu had a
branch office in Paris and was for-
tunate to attract several outstand-
ing scholars and connoisseurs who
assisted in systematically building
the collection in various places
in Europe. After the war, Georg
Scheuer, an Austrian-born revo-

lutionary Marxist, and Willem
Frijhoff, now a famous historian,
spent some time collecting docu-
ments in Paris. Frijhoff in particu-
lar added substantially to the doc-
umentation on May 1968, which
has of course been expanded
since. Not long ago we received
another supplement, consisting of
a small collection of documents
from Hepzibah Kousbroek.

In May 1968 the daughter of
Rudy Kousbroek and Ethel Port-
noy, two Dutch authors who lived
in Paris for decades, was a 14-year
old pupil at the Lycée Moliere,
then open to girls only. She
immersed herself in the move-
ment, which affected not just
factories and universities but also
schools, and participated in the
Comités d’Action Lycéens. The
material she donated dates from
those days and comprises leaflets,
ephemeral magazines, press clip-
pings, and the like, including an
interesting 3-page list of the many
slogans written on the walls of the
Sorbonne.

¢ Eugenics in Holland

Pieter Koenders, the author of
Tussen christelijk réveil en seksuele
revolutie on the struggle against
immorality in the Netherlands
from 1900 to 1958, donated some
of the documents left by Arie
Bouman (1911-1999), who figures
prominently in his book. In addi-
tion to being an expert on church
organs, Bouman was deeply con-
cerned about the Dutch popu-
lation’s moral health. Indeed,
according to Koenders, ‘Much of
the post-war agitation over moral
decay derives from the activities
of Bouman, who laid his plans
during the [Nazi] occupation.’
Bouman was prominent in the
Middernachtszending (Midnight
Mission) — an organization dedi-
cated to eliminating prostitution
— and the Nationaal Comité van
Instellingen voor Zedelijke Volks-
gezondheid (National Committee
of Institutions for Moral Public
Health). The Institute already
held part of the Committee’s
records, documenting efforts to
combat trafficking in women
from the late nineteenth century
onward.

Bouman’s papers also con-
tained the records of the Vereeni-
ging Geneeskundig Onderzoek
v66r het Huwelijk (Association
for Medical Examinations before
Marriage). This organization
belonged to the eugenics move-
ment, and its archive, though
incomplete, is an interesting
discovery, as Jan Noordman, the
historian of eugenics in the Neth-
erlands, has noted that hardly any
archival documents remain.

Ever since the infamous Nazi
sterilization programmes, eugen-
ics inspires almost universally
negative associations. Yet when
Darwin’s cousin Francis Galton
coined the term in the 1880s,
eugenics appeared to be readily
accepted by the many contem-
porary reform movements that
optimistically set out to improve
mankind, from theosophy to
neo-Malthusianism and from
vegetarianism to teetotalism.
Moreover, the Netherlands never
experienced the kind of eugenic
fervour seen in the United States,
Sweden, or Germany; those inter-
ested in problems of heredity in
the Netherlands mostly pursued
a more moderate approach. They
included a number of prominent
women, such as Tine Tammes,
who held the first Dutch chair
of genetics; the biologist Mari-
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anne van Herwerden, one of the
most outspoken propagandists of
the movement; and the feminist
Welmoet Wijnaendts Francken-
Dyserlinck, whose husband was
deeply involved as well. Some
of their work was practical, such
as the free medical examinations
offered to prospective couples by
Bernard Premsela, a general prac-
titioner and sexologist in Amster-
dam.

Preventing hereditary illness
was a major aim of the Associa-
tion. They pursued this objective
mainly through educational and
political measures, which they
endeavoured to secure through
legislation. Members tried to have
enlightening articles published in
the press that catered to engaged
couples, such as the magazine
reproduced here, and to persuade
municipalities to distribute simi-
larly enlightening brochures to
applicants for marriage licenses.
Yet although the authorities were
often sympathetic, they resisted
legal steps and refused to accept
the brochures. Dutchmen were
suspicious of state interference in
family life and preferred to leave
responsibility for children, includ-
ing those not yet conceived, exclu-
sively with their parents.

¢ Asian socialists

The Institute’s branch office in
Bangkok functions as a hub for
much of Asia. Originally focusing
on Burma, Bangladesh, and Paki-
stan, it later extended its activities
to include Hong Kong, Malaysia,
Nepal, the Philippines, and Sri
Lanka (see Eef Vermeij’s lecture,
On the Waterfront, 16, 2008, pp.
10-13). This brought it in contact
with a number of political parties,
some of which decided to entrust
part of their records (whether du-
plicates or originals) to the Insti-
tute in Amsterdam.

One of them is the Parti Sosia-
lis Malaysia, founded in 1998
but formally recognized by the
government only in June 2008,
although it participated in sev-
eral earlier election campaigns
and won its first parliamentary
seat in March 2008. The psm is
not the only socialist party in the
country — Malaysia has in fact
been represented in the Socialist
International by the Parti Tin-
dakan Demokratik (Democratic
Action Party) since 1967 — but it
evolved gradually from a number
of smaller groups after the Parti
Sosialis Rakyat Malaysia (Social-
ist People’s Party) dropped the

word ‘socialist’ from its name in

1990. The records now at the 11sH
date back to the precursors to the
party and the days of the Social-
ist Popular Front (1996-1998).
They include a set of conference
minutes and documents from
the beginning up to the present,
although access to them remains
restricted.

Another example is the Nava
Sama Samaja Party (New Social
Equality Party) of Sri Lanka,
founded in 1977 after internal
debates had split the country’s
Trotskyite movement. The Nssp
is now the Sri Lankan section of
the reunited Fourth International.
Its documents at the 11su relate
chiefly to election campaigns
from 1985 to 2008. Since 1998, the
Nssp has contested elections as a
member of the New Left Front
coalition, which has chosen a
table as its symbol.
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Lecture by

Jan Lucassen and Jaap Kloosterman

he topic of this lecture has

been selected in recognition
of Amsterdam’s designation as
world book city (from 22 April
2008 through 22 April 2009). The
11sH, which has the third-largest
library in the city (after the Uni-
versity of Amsterdam and the
public library), is pleased to con-
tribute. Together with the Dutch
Press Museum housed on the
same premises, this contribution
is about censorship. In September
an exhibition on this subject will
feature a wealth of material from
the 11sH collections. In a sense the
history of the 11sH relates directly
to this theme, as we will argue in
the last section of our lecture. But
first we will explain this concept.

Many things are prohibited,
ranging from ideas through
expressions of them to actions.
As far as actions are concerned:
social movements and organiza-
tions deriving from them and
focused on them may be pro-
hibited in violation of the right
of association and assembly. This
right in fact predates the French
Revolution (and the above guilds
are a manifestation of this right)
but has become acknowledged as
a right only gradually since then.
Also for workers.

Rather than elaborating on
this, we will focus on censorship:
the type of prohibitions where
authorities target public mani-
festations of thoughts and ideas,
verbal, visual, and audio expres-
sions. The ability of authorities
to prohibit the expression of
thoughts or the possibility that
they will, subsequently instigates
all kinds of self-censorship, which
may involve refraining from pub-
lication or requesting permission
in advance in the form of instruc-
tions, approbations, and the like.
This indirect impact of censorship
probably exceeds the direct one

on censorship

— as holds true for other forms of
intimidation as well.

The taboo concept is similar
but differs, in that this type of
prohibition is fully internalized.
It may be influenced by self-cen-
sorship and can in turn lead to
forms of censorship. Every form
of censorship (like every form of
taboo), however, will in turn lead
to evasion. These concepts may be
depicted in a diagram as follows:

CENSORSHIP:
® ADVANCE
® RETROACTIVE

EVASION

Practising censorship is complicat-
ed and requires a great many ac-
tors. Authorities rarely act of their
own accord, especially in coun-
tries with a semblance of democ-
racy, where pressure from social
groups is required. Traditionally,
churches have figured prominent-
ly in this respect, especially where
separation between church and
state is absent or poorly defined.
From the start of the nineteenth
century, social lobby groups have
endeavoured to remind the state
of its duties. One early example
was the American Society for the
Suppression of Vice from 1802.
This obviously approximates self-
censorship as well. Opinions and
actions vary on this subject within
the state apparatus: some persons
and organs favour censorship, but
in most cases they are outnum-
bered by ones that object.
Finally, an important group of
actors evades censorship. After all,
censorship measures are never uni-
versally accepted. In fact, censor-
ship encourages specific persons,

often motivated largely by com-
mercial interests, to print banned
books, perform prohibited plays,
or post forbidden motion pictures
on the Internet anyway.

What do authorities like to
prohibit? First, political expres-
sions that displease them. Insults
directed at friendly heads of state
are an obvious example, as are
attacks on the incumbent regime.
Displeasing theological views are

SELF-CENSORSHIP

TABOO

the second important category,
especially in societies with mono-
theistic religions or a state church.
The third category consists of
views and representations consid-
ered to be morally reprehensible.
This final category merits some
consideration. It derives in part
from the religious category where
a church may strongly condemn
the morality of certain acts. But
this is not the complete explana-
tion, especially not given that the
scope of censorship in this field
is restricted to sexuality in nearly
all cases. Many authors relate the
rise of the bourgeoisie to the pos-
sibility that general appreciation
for hard work and productivity
might be undermined by interest
in or even propaganda for lust.
In 1930 Harold D. Laswell for-
mulated this concern as follows:
“This preoccupation of the censor
with sexual morals has as a rule
appeared simultaneously with the
rise of the middle class to political
dominance. Autocratic and aris-
tocratic governments have seldom
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INDEX LIBRORUM PROHIBITORUM SANCTISSIMI
DOMINI NOSTRI GREGORII XVI PONTIFICIS MAXIMI
JUSSU EDITUS ROMAE MDCCCXLI. CUM SUMMI
PONTIFICIS SPECIALI CONCESSIONE MODOETIAE
1850 RECUSUS [...]. [(1559-1851)] (PARIS, ROU-
VEYRE, 1877). EVER SINCE ITS BEGINNINGS, THE
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH HAS TRIED TO PROTECT
THE FAITHFUL AGAINST WHAT IT SEES AS DANGER-
OUS THOUGHTS AND WRITINGS. FOLLOWING THE
INVENTION OF THE PRINTING PRESS THIS LED TO
THE INDEX LIBRORUM PROHIBITORUM (1559; POPE
PAUL IV). THE INDEX CONTAINS TEXTS BANNED

BY THE ROMAN CATHOLIC AUTHORITIES BECAUSE
THEY WERE SAID TO ENDANGER FAITH AND PUBLIC

MORALS. (IISH LIBRARY, 128/124)

applied censorship to such matters
as licentious books, pictures or
plays. Neither does it appear that
the one existing example of prole-
tarian government, Soviet Russia,
takes this issue very seriously. A
plausible explanation lies in the
fact that the middle class posi-
tion can be maintained by gen-
erations only by thrift, prudence
and self-control — virtues that are
believed to be seriously shaken by
licentious communications. In
England, France, the Netherlands
and Germany the antagonism of

the middle class to aristocratic
licentiousness exhibited itself in
diatribe and sermon long before
the bourgeoisie attained a posi-
tion of political dominance.’

The fourth and final theme
concerns military censorship in
times of war or the imminent
threat thereof. This form of cen-
sorship, especially of letters, is
intended to prevent dissemina-
tion of information that might
be useful to the enemy. Censoring
letters from prisoners pertains to
this category as well.

BRIEF HISTORICAL
REVIEW

Although early forms of censor-
ship of manuscripts are known
(e.g. the actions of the legalists in
China in the third century BcEg,
targeting views conflicting with
Confucianism), during the many
centuries that literacy was rare,
theatre was the primary source of
concern to the authorities. In clas-
sical antiquity several examples are
available from both Greece and

Rome. Aeschylus, Euripides, and
Aristophanes all experienced this
type of censorship directly.

A strictly monotheistic religion
such as Christianity attributes
tremendous value to the prohibi-
tion of heterodox writings. Once
elevated to the state religion, such
bans may be enforced systemati-
cally. In 499 Pope Gelasius issued
a catalogue of banned books that
is considered to be the first index.
The ban, however, did not relate to
personal use of the texts listed but
to reading them aloud in public.
Once again, literacy was appar-
ently minimal. Another example
is the fierce struggle between icon-
oclasts and iconodules in the Byz-
antine Empire: were the expressly
public and visual communication
media such as murals and icons
allowed, and, if they were, which
depictions were permitted and
which prohibited?

The invention of the printing
press in the West greatly facilitated
disseminating texts, making cen-
sorship more necessary than ever
for the authorities. Especially the
Reformation and the run-up to it
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forced the church to take meas-
ures. In 1501 Pope Alexander VI
issued an encyclical against print-
ing without prior authorization.
Many states copied this initiative,
including Rome’s archenemies,
whose views differed in all other
respects. In 1551 the Scottish par-
liament, for example, prohibited
printing without authorization,
while in England the London
Stationer’s Company, founded
in 1556, was granted the exclu-
sive right to print. In 1586 this
right was extended to Oxford
and Cambridge, the number of
printers was restricted, and they
were ordered to submit all their
commissions to the archbishop
of Canterbury or the bishop of
London for approval.

In 1559 the pope had published
an official list of banned books
(the famous Index Librorum Pro-
hibitorum). This list was updated
regularly and abolished only in
1966.

There was one exception to the
rule of nearly ubiquitous advance
censorship, which persisted
into the eighteenth century and
beyond (abolished first in England
in 1693): the Dutch Republic.

THE CASE STUDY OF
THE DUTCH REPUBLIC

The Dutch Republic started with
a placard in 1581 that differed little
from what happened elsewhere:
advance censorship by the au-
thorities. This changed following
the debates during the Synod of
Dordt (a general convention of
Dutch Calvinist churchmen held
in 1618-1619). When the subject
of censorship came up there, par-
ticipants listened with approval to
the reports from foreign observ-
ers. After what we have seen, it
is not surprising that the English
brothers advocated advance gov-
ernment censorship, requiring
written authorization for each in-
dividual book. They even argued
that only those who ‘professed
faith in the reformed religion’
should be allowed to work as
printers. The representatives from
the Palatinate mentioned the need
for political as well as government

censorship and advised that cen-
sors be well-paid. The Hessians
vehemently agreed and referred to
dangerous books, such as ... the
Koran. They — and especially the
Swiss — thought that university
professors would be in the best
position to determine which texts
were harmful. Finally, the speakers
from Bremen pointed out that the
rules for books should apply for
paintings and prints as well.

The Synod, however, failed to
take into account the actual course
of events. Before the churchmen
were able to formulate a recom-
mendation to the States General,
this body had taken a decision
on the subject on 22 December
1618, introducing the principle of
retroactive censorship, emphasiz—
ing politically dangerous writings
and ordering that all books list
the name of the printer, as well as
the place and year of publication.
While this was very convenient
for cataloguers, they were not the
primary consideration. This was a
type of framework act: implemen-
tation was in effect entrusted to
the local authorities. These prin-
ciples persisted until the Batavian
era, despite an unsuccessful effort
by the Court of Holland in 1769
to appoint censores librorum, who
would have performed advance
inspections.

In daily practice, retroac-

tive censorship appears to have
been virtually ineffective. Nearly
everything passed in the Dutch
Republic, notwithstanding all the
attention that has been devoted
by historians to the exceptions,
as well as to the only true victim
of book censorship under the
Republic: Adriaen Koerbagh. In
1669 this freethinker died in jail in
Amsterdam, after serving only a
few months of a ten-year sentence
for publishing about his Socinian
and Spinozist ideas.

From about 1700, England
became the first other country
in Europe to emulate the liberal
practices of the Republic. Sooner
or later, the American and French
revolutions and the adoption of
their principles in other countries
paved the way for book censor-
ship to be eliminated everywhere.
As a result, the Republic, and sub-
sequently England, ceased to be
the exceptions to the rule.

THE IISH'S PARADOX

The Declaration of the Rights of
Man and of the Citizen adopted
by the French Constituent As-
sembly in August 1789 stated that
‘No one shall be disquieted on ac-
count of his opinions, including
his religious views, provided their
manifestation does not disturb
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CAMOUFLAGED PUBLICATIONS (IN GERMAN: TARNSCHRIFTEN) WERE

TEXTS AGAINST THE NATIONAL SOCIALIST REGIME IN THE FORM OF

CLANDESTINE BROCHURES IN A COVER THAT HID THE TRUE CONTENT

(IN THIS CASE THE “NEUE PROGRAMME DER DEUTSCHEN SOZIAL-

DEMOKRATI”, 1934).

THE BROCHURES WERE PRODUCED IN THE PERIOD 1933-1945 AND

WERE SMALL IN SIZE SO THAT THEY COULD EASILY BE SENT IN AN

ENVELOPE OR KEPT IN AN INSIDE POCKET. IT WAS TYPICAL OF SUCH

CAMOUFLAGED PUBLICATIONS THAT THEY HAD INNOCENT TITLES

ON THE COVER THAT GAVE NO INDICATION THAT THE CONTENT WAS

AIMED AGAINST NATIONAL SOCIALISM. (IISH LIBRARY, BRO 5457/8)

the public order established by
law,” and that “The free commu-
nication of ideas and opinions is
one of the most precious of the
rights of man. Every citizen may,
accordingly, speak, write, and
print with freedom, but shall be
responsible for such abuses of
this freedom as shall be defined
by law.” Although these principles
gained widespread acceptance in
the course of the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, authorities
continued to interfere with the
freedom of the press and were of-
ten prepared to apply or amend
the law accordingly. In fact, since
the days of the absolutist state of

the ancien régime, which, though
powerful in theory, tended to be
weak in practice, censorship has
in many cases become more rather
than less effective. This has at the
same time forced its victims to be-
come more inventive and innova-
tive. The exhibition of the Press
Museum and the 11sa will offer
many examples, some of which
are featured in this preview.

It is perhaps fitting to start with
what has long been the only book
prohibited in post-ww 11 Holland,
Hitler’s magnum opus. Written,
or rather dictated, during and
immediately following Hitler’s
imprisonment after the abortive

coup in Munich in 1923, Mein
Kampf was freely published in
1925-1926. After the war, how-
ever, copyright was granted to
the state of Bavaria, which disal-
lowed its republication. Likewise,
in the Netherlands, the govern-
ment obtained the copyright for
the Dutch translation, which has
not been reprinted since. In both
cases, this circuitous form of cen-
sorship leaves people free to own
and lend the book and even to
sell used copies. Of course, like
any dictatorship, Nazi Germany
imposed extensive censorship but
was quick to denounce others. In
September 1938, for example, the
German press published (possi-
bly doctored) photographs show-
ing the half-empty front pages
of Sudeten-German newspapers,
blotted out by the pens of Czech
censors.

Ironically, censorship is an
important raison d’étre of the
Amsterdam Institute. A substan-
tial share of its collection relates
in some way to the practice, and
many documents are rare precisely
because they have escaped delib-
erate efforts to suppress them.
This is illustrated by an anony-
mous lecter of 28 July 1934 writ-
ten from Berlin to Annie Adama
van Scheltema, the librarian of the
Economic History Library, who
soon afterwards became the first
librarian of the 11sH. Its author
writes that he has sent a photo-
graphed copy of an underground
newspaper — as it turned out, an
issue of Kampffront, published
by German council communists
— and promises additional docu-
ments, as well as a more detailed
explanation of what this is all
about. In this and similar ways,
the Institute received a wealth of
material that miraculously eluded
the police forces of many coun-
tries. The miniature photograph
of Kampffront is probably the only
copy still in existence.

One way to circumvent censor-
ship is camouflage. This practice,
which may be almost as old as
printing, is well represented in the
1isH collection. Jewish anarchist
migrants in London at the turn of
the nineteenth century, for exam-
ple, published quite a few very
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small pamphlets that were easily
smuggled in the wide trousers of
Talmudic students. With titles like
Memorial Book with Pious Prayers
for the High Feast Days, such pam-
phlets brought atheist propaganda
back to the Jews of Russia. Several
decades later, this example was
followed by German commu-
nists and others who published
hundreds of so-called Tarnschrif-
ten in covers that belied their real
content. Titles such as Strassen-
verzeichnis von Berlin or 20 Rezepte
fiir kistliches Backwerk might thus
contain news, political analysis, or
the text of the Communist Mani-
festo. The Institute has one of the
largest collections in the field,
comprising over a third of the
900 or so titles that are known to
have existed. The tradition never
died, as exemplified by the jour-
nal Plankton (1969), disguising an
issue of Internationale situation-
niste for distribution in Eastern
Europe, or David Ryazanov’s Zur
Frage des Verbiltnisses von Marx zu
Blanqui (19773), which contained
documents of the German Red
Army Faction.

In the Netherlands, like in many
countries, restrictions were tight-
ened during the Interbellum. This
was not just a matter of politics
but was also the result of the
introduction of new means of
communication (i.e. the radio),
always a source of serious concern
to moral and political authori-
ties. Dutch socialists protested
in vain against the introduction
of preventive censorship of the
broadcasting system — ‘objection-
able and interfering supervision
of adults,” in the words of Meyer
Sluyser (see On the Waterfront
11, 2005, p. 5). The pillarization
of Dutch society was partially
to blame. Various articles in the
communist newspaper De Tribune
that were considered blasphemous
gave rise to the ‘lex Donner (1932)
to protect religious sensibilities.
Except of course for the war
years, the situation did not change
fundamentally until the pillarized
structure of Dutch society started
to crumble in the 1960s. For some
time, confusion prevailed, when
the Provo movement had many

of its publications seized for rea-
sons ranging from /lése majesté to
sedition, but the courts had dif-
ficulty reacting proportionately.
Once they did, a considerable
liberalization set in, and censor-
ship virtually ceased to exist. The
few manifestations came from
unusual sources, as in the case of
the Dutch Broadcasting Founda-
tion (Nos), which lost a lawsuit
brought by the right-wing Cen-
trum Partij, claiming in 1982
that one of its broadcasts in the
standard series of political parties
was intentionally disrupted. More
recently, however, the pendulum
has started to swing back, chiefly
as a result of strong reactions
against paedophilia and terrorism.
The personal papers of the social-
ist lawyer Edward Brongersma,
entrusted to the 11sH, attest at
length to changed views on the

first topic, which raised great
interest in the 1970s but is now
almost impossible to discuss dis-
passionately.

Report on the
General Friends Meeting

of 3 July 2008

he most important topic at

this General Meeting was
of course the departure of Micke
[Jzermans, one of the founders
and driving forces behind the
Friends of the 1su. Thanks and
appreciation were expressed for
her tremendous dedication and
creativity in organizing previ-
ous meetings. She always took a
personal interest in the individual
members, was delighted with new
acquisitions, and provided deli-
cious refreshments at the recep-
tions following the meetings. As
we announced in our previous
issue (On the Waterfront 16, 2008,
p- 2), she will remain active for the
Friends, albeit less prominently.
As mentioned in the same issue,
Jaap Kloosterman, who recently

stepped down as the director and
is now head of the Acquisitions
Department, will succeed her.

Jaap went on to explain that
the 11sH intends to transform
the Friends of 11s1 (thus far not
a separate legal entity and still
using the Institute’s account) into
an independent Foundation. The
composition of the board will
correspond closely with that of
the Institute to avoid potential
conflicts of interest. The board
of the Friends as such will advise
the Foundation board. While this
new structure will entail virtually
no changes in practice for the
Friends, it will obviously offer
legal and tax benefits. Additional
details will follow at subsequent
meetings.
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Joost C.A. Schokkenbroek

Trying-out

An Anatomy of Dutch Whaling and Sealing

in the Nineteenth Century, 1815-1885

ISBN 978 90 5260 283 7, 366 PP, € 29,90

This study describes and analyses a wide array of initiatives

leading to the hunt, by Dutch whalemen, of whales and seals

in Arctic waters, the temperate zones of the South Pacific and

the waters of the Dutch East Indies during the major part of

the nineteenth century (1815-1885) — an era neglected so far.

In his pioneering book the author, Curator at the National

Maritime Museum Amsterdam, focuses on the men involved

in the two maritime industries — be it on shore or aboard

the whaleship, as entrepreneur and whaleshipowner, Inn

keeper, public notary, client for whale and seal products or,

of course, whaleman and seal hunter. Research conducted in

many divers and hitherto relatively uncharted archives brings

to the fore the organisation and scope of financial involvement from the national government.
Dutch socio-economic and maritime developments in whaling and sealing are compared with
international developments in these fields. Peeling layer after layer Schokkenbroek reveals the
back bones of the two maritime industries. As such, Trying-out is what it stands for — an anatomy
of whaling and sealing in the nineteenth century.

Bo Poulsen
Dutch herring
An environmental history, c. 1600-1860

ISBN 978 90 5260 304 9, 264 PP, € 35,00

In the seventeenth century the Dutch herring fisheries in the
North Sea was the largest single fishery in Europe. For cen-
turies the Dutch practice of fishing the entire North Sea with
factory-like vessels was the most sophisticated and deman-
ding fishing operation anywhere in the World. Processing
the catch on board immediately after hauling in a night’s
catch, a prime product was made, which was marketed and
sold all over Europe and overseas and provided food for
millions. This study assesses the dynamics of the North Sea
herring, and herring fisheries over the span of several cen-
turie, greatly increasing our understanding of the driving
forces in pre-modern natural resource exploitation.

Zina Dubbe, Eva Geudeker, Frances Gouda,
Catrien Santing, Kristine Steenbergh &
Anna Tijsseling (red.)
Lijf en leden
Gender en het historische lichaam.
Jaarboek voor Vrouwengeschiedenis 28

ISBN 978 90 5260 310 0, 202 PP, € 17,50

Met Lijf en Leden. Gender en het historische lichaam verkent

S (:-l. n het Jaarboek voor Vrouwengeschiedenis de vele aspecten

van de geschiedenis van het materiéle lichaam vanuit een
genderperspectief. In artikelen met theoretische, (kunst-
)historische, oral historical en letterkundige invalshoeken
worden lichamen uitgelicht tegen uiteenlopende achter-
gronden als de historische medische praktijk, het denken
over de zintuigen, het barokke naakt en het belang van
ondergoed. Dit nummer doet u aan den lijve ondervinden
hoeveel het materiéle lichaam de gendergeschiedschrijving
te bieden heeft.




