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2 To Russia on business, 
autumn 1914
Recently, the neha purchased 

three lette

This eleventh issue of On the Waterfront is the first one to appear prior to the regular Friends meeting, 
which has been moved to 26 January (see also On the Waterfront 10, p. 2). The June meeting differed a little 
from previous ones. Instead of the usual lecture, three presentations were held at the last Friends meeting 
on the special occasion of the transfer of library of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
abbreviated as knaw Library, to the iish. The report on these presentations, held by Frans van der Kolff, 

librarian of the Academy’s library, Jaap Kloosterman and Jan Lucassen, now takes up the lion’s share of the 
space in this issue.

Members of the Friends of the iish pay annual dues of one or five hundred euro or join with a lifetime dona-
tion of one thousand five hundred euro or more. In return, members are invited to semi-annual sessions featur-

ing presentations of iish acquisitions and guest speakers. These guest speakers deliver lectures on their field of 
research, which does not necessarily concern the iish collection. 

The presentation and lecture are followed by a reception. In addition to these semi-annual gatherings, all 
Friends receive a forty-percent discount on iish publications. Friends paying dues of one thousand guilders or 

more are also entitled to choose Institute publications from a broad selection offered at no charge. 
The board consults the Friends about allocation of the revenues from the dues and delivers an annual financial 

report in conjunction with the iish administration. 
The iish was founded by master collector Nicolaas Posthumus (1880-1960) in the 1930s. For the past decade, 

two of the institutes established by this “history entrepreneur” have operated from the same premises: the neha 
(Netherlands Economic History Archive) since 1914 and the International Institute of Social History (iish), 

which is now seventy years old. Both institutes are still collecting, although the “subsidiary” iish has grown far 
larger than the “parent” neha. (Detailed information about the iish appears in: Maria Hunink De papieren 
van de revolutie. Het Internationaal Instituut voor Sociale Geschiedenis 1935-1947 (Amsterdam 1986) and in: 

Jan Lucassen Tracing the past. Collections and research in social and economic history; The International Insti-
tute of Social History, The Netherlands Economic History Archive and related institutions (Amsterdam 1989); in 
addition, Mies Campfens reviews archives in De Nederlandse archieven van het Internationaal Instituut voor 
Sociale Geschiedenis te Amsterdam (Amsterdam 1989), Jaap Haag and Atie van der Horst have compiled the 

Guide to the International Archives and Collections at the iish, Amsterdam (Amsterdam 1999); 
and Huub Sanders has published a selection of pictorial images from iish’s Image and Sound collections in 

Images of Aspiration (Amsterdam 2005). 
For all information concerning the Friends, contact Mieke IJzermans at the iish (mij@iisg).

P o r t r a i t  o f 

K i n g  G e o r g e 

s u r r o u n d e d 

b y  s h i p s ,  e n -

g r a v e m e n t 

b y  D .  v a n 

d e r  G u g h t , 

f r o m  W i l l i a m 

S u t h e r l a n d ’s 

P r i c e s  o f  L a -

b o u r  i n  S h i p -

B u i l d i n g , 

1 7 1 7  ( K NAW   

L i b r a r y ,  n o w 

a v a i l a b l e  a t 
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During the first four months 
of this year 66 archives ar-

rived (40 percent new ones and 60 
percent accruals). At this rate, the 
total for the year would be about 
200 (fewer than last year, but 
these kinds of acquisitions are dif-
ficult to predict). The library will 
soon receive a major addition to 
its collection, increasing its size by 
about 15 percent, as will become 
clear below. The NEHA collections 
have continued to grow as well; 
these special collections now com-
prise nearly 690 issues.

	The columns in this journal 
have frequently featured reports 
about items that arrived here 
through sheer coincidence. Oth-
er collections are the outcome 
of a more systematic approach. 
Frank de Jong, the new curator 
for the Dutch collections, for ex-
ample, examined the Biografisch 
Woordenboek van het Socialisme 
en de Arbeidersbeweging (http://
www.iisg.nl/bwsa/bios) published 
by the Institute to identify the in-
dividuals still absent from our ar-
chives. His procedure has already 
given rise to some impressive ac-
quisitions. The three covered be-
low each represent a new genera-
tion of Dutch social democrats: 
Mathilde Wibaut-Berdenis van 
Berlekom (1862-1952), Ben Sajet 
(1887-1986), and Meijer Sluijser 
(1901-1973). The first archive was 
donated by Mathilde Wibaut’s 
granddaughter (who was named 

after her), the second by Sajet’s 
daughter Daniëlle, and the third 
by Sluijser’s son Mels.

2  Mathilde Wibaut-Berdenis 
van Berlekom (1862-1952)
Mathilde Oosterom-Wibaut, now 
about 80 and the sister of Jos(ine) 
(born on 24 April 1918 and died 
on 13 December 2003), recently 
gave the iish a collection of letters 
that their grandmother Mathilde 
Wibaut wrote to her granddaugh-
ter Jos between 1933 and 1951.

	Mathilde Wibaut-Berdenis van 
Berlekom was born in Middelburg 
in 1862 and died in Amsterdam 
in 1952. She married the social-
ist Florentinus Marinus Wibaut, 
who was elected to the Amster-
dam city council together with 
6 other sdap members in 1907. 
In 1914 he became the first social 
democratic alderman in Amster-
dam. Except for a two-year hia-
tus, Wibaut served continuously 
on the city council until 1931. He 
was one of the best-known Dutch 
social-democrats.

	Jos(ine) was named after Josine 
Wibaut (F.M. Wibaut’s younger 
sister) and married V.W. van 
Gogh, an engineer and the son 
of Theo van Gogh, the brother 
of the world-famous painter Vin-
cent van Gogh. They had two 
sons: Theo and Johan. Johan’s 
son was the filmmaker Theo van 
Gogh (1957-2004), who was assas-

Eleventh Friends Day, 2 June 2005
P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n s

sinated by a fundamentalist Mus-
lim. This political murder caused 
great upheaval in Dutch society 
and beyond. Jos(ine) was injured 
in a shootout on the Wetering-
schans during World War II. Her 
son Theo, who was involved in 
this same shootout, was arrested 
and executed by a firing squad at 
Rozenoord (along the Amstel) on 
8 March 1945 as a reprisal for the 
attack on Rauter.

	The letters shed light on the 
milieu of the social-democratic 
“upper class” from that period.

2  Ben Sajet (1887-1986)
His lifetime that spanned almost 
a full century was not the only 
reason why Ben Sajet was a widely 
known and prominent Amsterdam 
resident. The reasons were mani-
fold. In addition to his extremely 
busy practice as a family physician, 
he was an active social democrat 
and served on the Amsterdam 
City Council (1923-1962) and the 
Provincial States in North Hol-
land (1928-1958), as well as several 
boards. His impressive exploits in-
cluded visits to Spain at the height 
of the Civil War in 1937 as secre-
tary to the Medical Committee of 
Spanish Relief. He returned for the 
last time in February 1939, shortly 
before the collapse.  

	He made a spectacular escape 
to England with his two eldest 
sons (his youngest son had al-

From all nooks and corners 

A new section! The first contri-
bution about an unexpected 

discovery is from Rena Fuks:
several shelves along one of the 

passages of the stacks on the fourth 
floor are filled with yellowed leaf-

lets and tattered books. Staff once 
courageously started to list their 
descriptions but found the Esto-
nian, Latvian, and Lithuanian in-
comprehensible and thus passed 
them over. These leaflets and texts 

are from the socialist underground 
movement around 1900, written 
and printed by Baltic revolution-
aries in the United States. They are 
now getting the place they deserve 
in the collection.
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ready set sail for England in 
August 1940) and four others in 
a rowboat with an outboard mo-
tor (June 1941). After all, life and 
work had become impossible in 
the Netherlands for Jews such 
as himself. Ben Sajet offered his 
services to the Dutch government 
in exile and travelled to Canada, 
the United States, Jamaica and 
Curaçao, Suriname, and, in 1944, 
France. By the time he was reu-
nited after the war with his sec-
ond wife Dorothea Venema (his 
first wife had died in 1935) and 
two young daughters, he had lost 
two sons – killed serving the RAF 
and the British Royal Navy, while 
his mother, two daughters-in-law 
and a granddaughter had perished 
in concentration camps. Never-
theless, he and his wife resumed 
their joint medical practice. He 
also made numerous trips to Is-
rael. In the second half of 1948 he 
performed medical services for the 
armed forces there.

	One of his friends is believed 
to have said that he was always 
pleased to encounter Sajet, not 
only because he was pleased to 
see him again, but also because 
“then at least [he] knew there was 
no war.”

	Ben Sajet is best known, how
ever, for his struggle for and pub-
lications about social medicine. 
In 1912, in his early days as a 
family physician, he was struck 
by how many patients from the 
large, Jewish-proletarian families 
suffered from the infectious eye 
disease trachoma (conjunctivitis 
trachomatosa), which often be-
came very serious and could even 
cause blindness. In 1913 in his first 
scholarly publication, which was 
about latent cases of trachoma, 
Sajet presented a conclusion that 
was indicative of the social-medi-
cal specialist he later became. He 
advocated forceful prevention. 
“This will first of all require im-
proving the dismal housing con-
ditions, and eliminating other so-
cial injustices will be the next step. 
Next, sufficient opportunities are 
needed for treating trachoma pa-
tients.” Note the sequence!

	Many more studies followed, 
including several about imple-
menting the social insurance acts. 

A f t e r  B e n  S a j e t  f l e d  a b r o a d ,  h i s  w i f e  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r a c -

t i c e .  T h a t  w a s  n o t  a l l .  O n  3 0  J u n e  1 9 4 3  M e i j e r  H e s  s e n t  h e r  a  p o s t -

c a r d  f r o m  t h e  t r a n s i t  c a m p  a t  W e s t e r b o r k  t h a t  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s : 

“ F i r s t ,  t h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  s e n d i n g  y o u r  p a c k a g e s .  Y o u  c a n -

n o t  i m a g i n e  h o w  h a p p y  w e  a r e  t o  r e c e i v e  a  p a c k a g e  [ … ]  F r o m  t h e 

s t a r t ,  w e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  y o u r  p a c k a g e s  o f  s l i c e d  b r e a d  p r e p a r e d  a s 

s a n d w i c h e s  w i t h  b u t t e r  a n d  c h e e s e .  E a c h  t i m e ,  t h e  s l i c e d  b r e a d 

h a s  b e e n  c o v e r e d  w i t h  m o u l d  b y  t h e  t i m e  i t  a r r i v e d ,  s o  t h a t  w e 

c o u l d  h a r d l y  e a t  a n y  o f  t h e  b r e a d  o r  c h e e s e .  I n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  p l e a s e 

d o  n o t  s e n d  s l i c e d  b r e a d .  P l e a s e  s e n d  t h e  b r e a d  a s  a  l o a f ,  w i t h 

t h e  c h e e s e  a n d  b u t t e r  s e p a r a t e .  [ … ]  I f  y o u  c o u l d  o b t a i n  s o m e  j a m , 

t h a t  w o u l d  b e  m o s t  w e l c o m e .  [ … ]  P l e a s e  e x c u s e  u s  f o r  b e i n g  s o 

f o r w a r d .”

T h a n k s  t o  t h e  D i g i t a l  M o n u m e n t  t o  t h e  J e w i s h  C o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e 

N e t h e r l a n d s  ( w w w . j o o d s m o n u m e n t . n l )  d e v e l o p e d  a t  t h e  IISH    ,  w e 

n o w  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  p a c k a g e  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  a n d  u n d o u b t e d l y  c o n -

f o r m e d  t o  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  m o s t  l i k e l y  n e v e r  r e a c h e d  M e i j e r  H e s . 

J u s t  a f t e r  h i s  t h i r t i e t h  b i r t h d a y ,  o n  1 6  J u l y  1 9 4 3 ,  M e i j e r  H e s  w a s 

k i l l e d  a t  S o b i b o r .  T h r o u g h  t h i s  s a m e  M o n u m e n t ,  w e  a l s o  k n o w  t h a t 

M e i j e r  H e s  w a s  a  f o r m e r  n e i g h b o u r  o f  S a j e t  o n  t h e  T e n i e r s t r a a t . 

B o t h  w e r e  a l s o  m e d i c a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  a s  M e i j e r  H e s  w a s  a  n u r s e .

( IISG    ,  A r c h i v e  S a j e t )
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Time and again, he challenged 
the simple reproach that workers 
attempted to take advantage of 
these acts by simulating illnesses 
and accidents. Two weeks after 
the Nazis invaded the Netherlands, 
Sajet defended his thesis about one 
such aspect: applications of the dis-
ability act. Aged 53 at the time, he 
had nearly three decades of expe-
rience and wrote in his preface: 
“This social medicine has become 
the synthesis of my medical study 
and my social dedication.” Alto-
gether, he authored over 40 pub-
lications – most of them scholarly 
– especially combinations of social 
statistics and medical practice.

2  Meijer Sluijser (usually 
spelled Sluyser, 1901-1973)
Meijer Sluijser was one of the 
best-known social-democratic 
journalists during and after the 
war. Like Sajet, he was from a 
family of diamond polishers, but 
his father was much poorer. As 
a result, little Meijer was unable 
to continue his formal school-
ing beyond primary. By then, 
though, the socialist movement 
had grown considerably, and he 
joined a reading club at age 13, led 
by Mathilde Wibaut (see above). 
He managed to educate himself 
and joined the sdap. In 1929 he 
became a journalist for the daily 
Het Volk. As such, he wrote re-
ports about Poland, published to-
gether in 1932 and entitled “Joden 
in nood” [Jews in need].

	During the 1930s he vehement-
ly opposed the rising National So-
cialism and fled to England with 
his family at the start of the Nazi 
occupation. He held important 
offices in the service of the Dutch 
government in exile, including 
with Radio Oranje (he devised 
the name), and in the liberated 
South. He worked there with J.W. 
Albarda (see On the Waterfront 1 / 
2, 2000/2001, pp. 8-9). After the 
war he was active in the PvdA [the 
Dutch labour party] and the vara 
[the Dutch socialist broadcast-
ing association]. He became best 
known, however, for his nostalgic 
books about Amsterdam’s lost 
Jewish community.

	Sluijser’s journalist writings 

from post-war Indonesia (also 
see the photo collection by Wim 
Dussel in On the Waterfront 9, 
2004, pp. 10-11) are far less well 
known. His close ties with the 
government at the time, in which 
he knew the social democrats well, 
led him to be dispatched there as 
a reporter in 1946. The collection 
that we have received from his son 
on standing loan includes many 
letters to his wife from the period 
of the minorities conference of 
Pankalpinang (first half of Oc-
tober 1946) and the Linggadjati 
Agreement (15 November 1946). 
His outspoken remarks in these 
letters are particularly interest-
ing. In late October 1946 the ne-
gotiators with Sukarno’s Republic, 
who were known as the commis-
sion general (W. Schermerhorn, 
M. Van Poll, F. De Boer, and P. 
Sanders), had their families join 
them. Meijer Sluijser described the 

situation as follows in an undated 
letter marked “Tuesday morning”: 
“The Comm. Gen. has brought 
the women over. Mrs Schermer-
horn with their son, age 10. Van 
Poll, his wife and two daughters 
and Mrs De Boer. All are staying 
at the Palace [in Bogor]. For cry-
ing out loud. You enter the Palace. 
Sentries. Everything is marble. 
Huge paintings. Sculpted chairs 
and gobelin upholstery. Then you 
open a door and see Mrs Scher-
merhorn sitting there mending 
her husband’s underwear.”

2  Dutch Seamen’s Unions
Ten years ago at Leiden University, 
Peter Boris Schuman defended his 
PhD thesis on the emancipation 
of Dutch seamen before 1940. He 
mentioned that aside from the 
iish, the Federatie van Werkne-
mersorganisaties in de Zeevaart 

M e i j e r 

S l u i j s e r ’s 

V ARA    p r e s s 

c a r d ,  1 9 5 0 s 

( IISH    , 

A r c h i v e 

M e i j e r -

S l u i j s e r )
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in Rotterdam was the only major 
repository for archives of seamen’s 
organizations.

	In an interesting turn of events, 
this Federatie has entrusted all its 
archives and journals to us (7.50 
m). All these archives and journals 
of organizations can now be re-
viewed in their joint context. They 
are primarily focused on navigat-
ing officers, engineers, and other 
specialists aboard steamships. Dif-
ferent ideological streams with the 
trade union movement, along 
with the corresponding forms of 
action, figure in the documents. 
The three most obvious facets are: 
the risks of the trade, especially 
during the world wars, the pur-

suit and conclusion of Collective 
Labour Agreements, and interna-
tionalization of the trade.

	During World War I, most 
unions in the neutral Nether-
lands were new and were affected 
more than any other population 
group by the war violence. The to-
tal death toll among Dutch crew 
members was 1,189. They left be-
hind 666 widows and 1,911 semi-
orphaned children. At first sea 
mines were the greatest danger, 
but on 1 January 1917 the Ger-
mans launched an all-out subma-
rine war. This increased the risk 
to Dutch trading vessels bound 

authorities had become acquainted 
through frequent meetings about 
common interests. Immediately 
following the armistice, a “Loon-
raad in de Haven- en Zeevaart-
bedrijven te Amsterdam en Rot-
terdam” [wage council for port and 
shipping companies in Amsterdam 
and Rotterdam] was established. 
These archives comprise several 
copies of collective labour agree-
ments, featuring the signatures and 
wax seals of all parties.

	During World War II, the 
Netherlands was no longer neu-
tral. This dramatically affected the 
seamen after Nazi troops invaded 
the Netherlands on 10 May 1940 
and after the Japanese attacked 

the Netherlands East Indies nearly 
two years later. The unions fled to 
London, New York, and Curaçao 
and continued their activities from 
there. One of the advantages was 
that closer international coopera-
tion became necessary: a Belgian, 
Danish, Dutch, French, and 
Polish Central Transport Work-
ers’ Organization was established. 
Wartime labour relationships were 
exceptional. During the early years, 
the shipping companies wielded 
full control, with the support of 
the government in exile. In March 
1942 the roles were reversed, and 
all seamen effectively became gov-

C o l l e c t i v e 

L a b o u r 

A g r e e m e n t 

f o r  s e a m e n 

w i t h  w a x 

s e a l s  o f 

e m p l o y e r s ’ 

a n d  s e a m e n ’s 

( c e n t r e ) 

o r g a n i z a

t i o n s ,  1 9 2 0

( IISH    , 

A r c h i v e 

F e d e r a t i e 

v a n  W e r k

n e m e r s

o r g a n i s a t i e s 

i n  d e 

Z e e v a a r t )

for England. If they were con-
voyed by English torpedo boats, 
they might become entangled in 
battle, although their safe passage 
was equally tenuous without pro-
tection. On 27 October 1917 at 
the meeting of the Bond van Ma-
chinisten ter Koopvaardij [union 
of merchant marine engineers] 
(formed in 1912 and renamed the 
Vereeninging van Scheepswerk
tuigkundigen [association of ship’s 
mechanics] in 1918) members dis-
cussed the high unemployment 
and risks on coal vessels bound 
for England. They complained 
that while the shipping compa-
nies made huge profits, the crews 
were exposed to ever greater risks. 

Worst of all, the Dutch govern-
ment compelled them to keep the 
vessels going to serve the national 
interest (e.g. prohibiting a strike 
in the spring) but did nothing to 
improve their predicament. The 
assembly demanded a half-pay 
scheme. Other topics included the 
benefits and shortcomings of life 
jackets, jolly-boats, and life rafts. 
Those present urged that the jolly-
boats be motorized.

	In the Interbellum, collective 
labour agreements became the 
main objective. During the war-
time emergencies, trade unions, 
employers’ organizations, and the 
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ernment employees. The change 
elicited considerable objections. 
While by early 1941 labour disputes 
had erupted on Dutch ships in the 
United States, followed by others 
in Curaçao a year later, objections 
on the part of the shipping compa-
nies to the new chain of command 
led to a massive strike in the mid-
dle of the war. On 18 August 1942 
Dutch officers and sailors refused 
to set sail from U.S. harbours, al-
though they continued their work 
aboard the ships.

	In the course of World War II, 
the organized Dutch seamen – still 
very colonial minded – also be-
came aware that the Indonesians 
on board deserved to be treated as 
equals. At a congress on 8-10 April 
1944 in Liverpool, the matter was 
discussed at length and culminat-
ed in the acknowledgement: “Of 
course we Dutch are known to 
have difficulties with the Javanese, 
despite the presence of Organiza-
tion in the Indies. British Indian 
seamen have encountered tremen-
dous difficulties here in England 
as well in trying to communicate 
with the various agencies to over-
see their working conditions.”

	Later at this same meeting, par-
ticipants discussed whether a sub-
stantial share of the Dutch seamen 
had been members of the Dutch 
national socialist movement (NSB) 
and perhaps still sympathized with 
this group, even though on 10 May 
1940 several captains had arrested 
such individuals, after which many 
of them had been interned them-
selves at camps in Indonesia. The 
active union membership of some 
presented a still greater problem. 
One of the chefs, for example, was 
said “to have been a member of the 
NSB for years, to have campaigned 
for the NSB among passengers 
aboard the ship on which he sailed, 
to have remained seated while the 
Wilhelmus [the Dutch national 
anthem] was played and to have at-
tended meetings in Batavia. Several 
such individuals have returned to 
our ships [those of the ‘Nederland’ 
Company] in other positions, e.g. 
a cook became a steward, etc., etc.” 
One might wonder whether a link 
existed between these two subjects 
of discussion.

	During the elections for a sala-

ried trade union officer, a candi-
date named Hassan (who was not 
elected) was described as follows: 
“Regarding Hassan, we have tried 
to get him exemption from his 
duties six months ago with the 
representative of the Government 
I mentioned yesterday, who stated 
that the Government was willing 
to exempt somebody but not Has-
san, because he was too adept at 
expressing his opinion. That was 
why they felt he was not the right 
person. They feared he would 
convey the views of the Javanese, 
and if they say that, we need to 
consider that in making him a 
candidate. […] At a meeting in 
Liverpool, where he spoke, those 
Javanese […] about 80, […] also 
supported his candidacy. The In-
donesians thus aim to make him 
a candidate”.

	The elections for the members’ 
council once again reveal the con-
trast between Dutch and Indone-
sians. All the Dutch candidates 
received lengthy introductions, 
but regarding the Indonesians 
it was written: “These names all 
sound alike, so we do not want to 
make any statement about them, 
except for Sapario, Hassan and 
Westplat. The last one used to be 
a correspondent for his own as-
sociation.”

2  Iran-Iraq War Collection
The iish recently purchased this 
collection from Eefje Blankevoort 
(b. 1978). She spent four months 
conducting research in Iran for her 
MA thesis on visual war propagan-
da and the commemoration of the 
Iran-Iraq war (our colleague Touraj 
Atabaki was her thesis advisor). In 
the course of her stay in Iran from 
early January 2003 until early June 
2003, she visited several organiza-
tions involved in publishing war 
propaganda and commemorating 
the war, such as the Foundation 
of Martyrs (Bonyad e Shahid), the 
Revolutionary Guard (Sepah-e 
Pasdaran), and various museums 
dedicated to martyrs. She gath-
ered the source material in this 
collection from these and other or-
ganizations. The material includes 
photo albums and photographs of 
old and recent murals, posters and 

poster albums, postage stamps, etc. 
In addition, she photographed a 
great many murals and included 
them in the collection.

	The Iran-Iraq War was one of 
the longest and bloodiest con-
flicts since the end of World War 
II. Both countries suffered enor-
mously: an estimated 1 million 
people were killed and 2 million 
injured. On 22 September 1980 
Iraqi troops invaded Iran, starting 
a war that lasted 8 years. Defying 
the predictions of many military 
analysts at the time, the Iranian 
armed forces prevailed and even 
drove back the army that was su-
perior in military terms. In 1982 
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the Iranian regime launched a 
counter offensive that brought the 
war onto Iraqi territory. Although 
the war became increasingly stat-
ic, the acts of war expanded to the 
Persian Gulf, where cargo vessels 
and oil refineries became targets 
(this became known as the Tanker 
War), and to attacks on civilian 
targets (the War of Cities).

	The Iranian war propaganda 
captured the war in spiritual terms: 
rather than a territorial dispute, it 
was a war between the Islam and 
the unbelievers. Many Iranians 
were receptive to the war rhetoric 
that highlighted the quest for mar-
tyrdom. Hundreds of thousands 
of young men went to the front as 
volunteers (Basij); many were still 
in their teens. The declaration of a 
holy war and corresponding glori-
fication of martyrdom surfaces in 
much of the propaganda material 
from the collection. Universal Is-
lamist themes and especially Shi’ite 
ones figure prominently here. The 
themes used to vilify the enemy 
are more universal. The attacks tar-
geted not only Iraq and especially 
the Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein 
but also the United States, Israel, 
various Persian Gulf states, Euro-
pean countries, and the United 
Nations.

	The Iran-Iraq War seemed like 
it would never end. As the war 
progressed, the Iranian govern-
ment kept making higher de-
mands in the peace negotiations. 
Moreover, the metaphysical di-
mension that the Iranian regime 
and especially the Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Khomeini attributed to 
the war was an obstacle to a peace 
agreement. But the ongoing war 
took its toll. The drastic decline 
in volunteer soldiers, the total 
economic devastation, and the 
mounting opposition to the war 
forced the Iranian regime to revise 
its policy. On 18 July 1988 Ayatol-
lah Khomeini announced that he 
was accepting UN Resolution 598 
and thus ended the war.

2  Denise Citroen and the 
Zimbabwe Komitee
Denise Citroen (b. 1952) found-
ed and chaired the Zimbabwe 
Komitee, which was established 

in 1978. Its objective was to pro-
vide unconditional support to 
all organizations and individu-
als, especially the Patriotic Front, 
struggling against the oppression 
of the Zimbabwe population; the 
Patriotic Front was an alliance of 
the two liberation movements in 
Zimbabwe: the zanu (Zimbabwe 
African National Union) and the 
zapu (Zimbabwe African Peoples 
Union). After Zimbabwe became 
independent in 1980, the Zimba-
bwe Komitee, which was officially 
transformed into the Zimbabwe 
Stichting that year, remained in-
volved in various Zimbabwe de-
velopment projects for a few more 
years.

	From 1983 the Komitee gradu-
ally ceased its activities. In addi-
tion to the papers of the Zim-
babwe Komitee, the collection 
comprises several pamphlets, flags, 
and photos of the transfer of sover-
eignty featuring official individual 
portraits of the new government 
under Mugabe (1980-1981).

2  Greenpeace International / 
Martin Lowe (b. 1949)
In 1971 the Don’t Make a Wave 
Committee tried to raise public 
awareness through a boat tour 
of the Aleutian Islands in Alaska, 
where the United States intended 
to conduct nuclear tests. At first 
the group maintained close ties 
with the American peace move-
ment. Several members were from 
the United States but had fled to 
Vancouver, Canada, to escape the 
draft.

	In 1972 the group was renamed 
Greenpeace Foundation. Green-

peace was dedicated to non-vio-
lent, direct campaigns, based 
on the principle of non-violent 
resistance combined with bear-
ing witness, as advocated by the 
Quakers. Bob Hunter, one of the 
founders of Greenpeace, added an 
old Cree legend: warriors of the 
rainbow would come to the rescue 
the moment the world was on the 
verge of the destruction.

	A journalist, Hunter was deep-
ly impressed by the theories of the 
Canadian cultural philosopher 
and mass media expert Marshall 
McLuhan. Hunter was pivotal in 
getting the photographs, motion 
pictures, and stories about activ-
ists in small, inflatable rafts to the 
media. He helped develop Green-
peace’s communication strategy.

	In 1974 Hunter, who had be-
come chairman of Greenpeace the 
year before, started to prepare a 
large campaign against the slaugh-
ter of whales. In 1976 a campaign 
to stop the killing of baby seals 
followed. Some of the founding 
members preferred to focus exclu-
sively on campaigns against nucle-
ar energy and left the movement. 
The Canadian Inuit, moreover, 
feared they would be deprived 
of their traditional source of sup-
port. In the United States and 
Europe people were more recep-
tive to these new campaigns, and 
Greenpeace acquired many new 
donors.

	Allocation of funding and 
identification of campaign ob-
jectives long remained a subject 
of serious disagreement. David 
McTaggart took advantage of 
this discord by shifting the focus 
to Europe, where he became the 
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director of the European Green-
peace offices. The Canadian busi-
nessman received worldwide pub-
licity after he was beaten up by 
French naval staff during a protest 
voyage to Mururoa in 1973. His 
lawsuit against the French author-
ities dragged on until 1985, when 
he won and was awarded dam-
ages. In addition, France halted 
its nuclear testing in the Pacific. 
McTaggart, who had established 
extensive contacts throughout Eu-
rope in the course of his legal bat-
tle, founded the Stichting Green-
peace Council in Amsterdam in 
1979 and turned Greenpeace into 
a rigid hierarchical organization 
with offices all over the world. 
He obliterated the ‘hippies from 
Vancouver’ image. In 1981 Bob 
Hunter withdrew from his mana-
gerial responsibilities and resumed 
his career as a journalist.

	Because the European coun-
tries were a quantitative majority, 
and members in countries such 
as the Netherlands and Germany 
were willing to contribute con-
siderable financial support, the 
emphasis shifted increasingly 
toward Europe. After operating 
briefly from Amsterdam, and 
Washington, Greenpeace’s head 
office moved again to Lewes in 
the British County of Sussex in 
1983. Since 1989, Greenpeace 
International has been based on 
Amsterdam.

	At present iish staff members 
are conducting an inventory of 
the papers of Steve Sawyer (the 
Amsterdam head office executive 
director) and of the three oldest 
campaigns. The archive of the 
Toxics international campaign 
coordinator is being catalogued. 
Work on the Nuclear campaign 
archive is also in progress, and the 
Oceans campaign archive will be 
examined soon as well. Basically, 
the archives presently at the In-
stitute cover the period from 1985 
until 2005. Older archives are 
located in part at the Vancouver 
municipal archive in Canada. The 
iish also hopes to acquire the per-
sonal papers of major campaign 
directors and other leaders of 
Greenpeace, such as Bob Hunter, 
and the relevant negotiations are 
currently under way.

	Greenpeace was at the van-
guard among the users of all kinds 
of sophisticated communication 
media, such as e-mail. This is re-
flected in the archive of the or-
ganization and is an ideal subject 
to study. The organization, which 
started small and had somewhat 
anarchist-style operations at first, 
was adept at using sophisticated 
communication media and thus 
grew into a modern ngo, like an 
environmental Amnesty.

	The collection at the Image 
and Sound department (photo-
graphs, posters, and motion pic-
tures) features all types of illustra-
tion materials and is suitable for 
exhibitions as well. In addition, 
the iish collection comprises 
other archives appropriate for 
complementary study that will 
offer a broader perspective on the 
Greenpeace archive. These include 

material from the archive of the 
War Resisters International and 
the World information Service on 
Energy (also known as the wise) 
archive.

G r e e n p e a c e 

b u t t o n 
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lectures on the library 
of the royal netherlands 

academy of arts and 
sciences

Introduction

The transfer of library of the Royal 
Netherlands Academy of Arts and 
Sciences to the iish took place in 
July. Because the Netherlands In-
stitute for Scientific Information 
Services (niwi) was disbanded, 
this important library required 
a new home. Never before in 
the Institute’s history was such a 
large library added to our collec-
tions. For this special occasion, the 
Friends organized three short lec-
tures. Frans van der Kolff, librar-
ian of the Academy’s library and 
now working at the iish, quickly 
sketched an historical of this collec-

tion. Jaap Kloosterman explained 
what the considerations were for 
the iish to accept a collection of 
about 200,000 volumes, which 
in large part related to the physi-
cal and biological sciences, and 
in one fell swoop would almost 
completely fill its remaining open 
storage space. Finally, Jan Lucas-
sen, described how the new collec-
tion of the Academy’s library offers 
possibilities for research and how 
it could relate to existing research 
and current collections. He did 
this by selecting eleven examples, 
chronologically, from the very be-
ginnings of printing, and provided 
information about them.

Waterfront dec 05-1113 E.indd   9 31-01-2006   10:41:41



Internationaal instituut voor sociale geschiedenis

international institute of social history

{  10  }

o n  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  1 1  ·  2 0 0 5

{  11  }

gun, all this was again eliminated 
when the collection manager, the 
Nederlands Instituut voor Weten-
schappelijke Informatiediensten 
(niwi - Dutch Institute for Sci-
entific Information Services) was 
discontinued. Fortunately, the 
Academy understood the major 
cultural and scientific value of its 
old property and implemented 
measures that would provide a 
new home for the collections 
within the organisation. Without 
doubt, the Academy library is in 
good hands at the iish. 

The Academy Library at the 
IISH

What inspired iish to accept a 
collection of around 200,000 vol-
umes mostly related to the natu-
ral and biological sciences – and 
that almost completely fill its free 
storage space in one fell swoop? 
The answer to this question has 
several parts.

	First, it is primarily a historic 
collection, and not just because 
the main part dates from before 
1905. Although the Frankfurt edi-
tion of Tycho Brahe’s Astronomiae 
instauratae progymnasmata (1610) 
clearly belongs under the heading 
‘astronomy’, it is of value mainly 
to historians, if only because as-
tronomers no longer read Latin. 
Likewise, many of the journals of 
the Academy of Sciences of the 
Soviet Union that the Institute 
has selected, at first sight seem to 
deal with mathematics, biology, 
and similar subjects; but on clos-
er inspection they often contain 
articles about the five-year plans 
in mathematics, biology, etc., and 
it is entirely possible that closer 
study will lead to still more inter-
esting discoveries.

	Second, as this example makes 
clear, the library’s contents are 
surprisingly close to the areas of 
interest of iish and neha. This is 
partly because the collections of 
these institutions are much broad-
er than is ordinarily assumed, even 
though it should be known by 
now that economists and social-
ists have opinions about almost 
everything. Someone like Karl 
Marx, who combined both quali-

From Institute Collection 
to Academy Library, 1808-

2005 

In the nineteenth century the 
Academy, as well as its forerunner, 
the Koninklijk Instituut (Royal 
Institute), collected a substantial 
library. The following paragraphs 
offer in a bird’s eye view summary 
of the history of this collection, 
which was handed over to the iish 
this past July.

It was not until 1812 that a true 
‘institute collection’ was begun in 
the Trippenhuis in Amsterdam. 
The library was to be a dupli-
cate collection, donated by the 
founder of the Institute, King 
Louis Napoleon. When the books 
were unpacked, the collection ap-
peared much more valuable than 
had been thought, which was a 
promising beginning. 

Another important gift in the 
library’s early years came from In-
stitute member and Admiral Jan 
Hendrik Van Kinsbergen, who, 
at the end of 1812, donated his 
extensive library. This became an 
impetus for many other members 
to make a contribution as well. 
The collection also grew through 
exchanges with other academies.

As a result of the successful 
growth of the collection, the 
need for a permanent librarian 
was more keenly felt. In 1817 the 
classicist David Jacob van Lennep 
was appointed to this position; 
this appointment turned out to be 
very important. Despite limited 
resources, he was very determined 
to build up the collection to a li-
brary that would be comparable 
to the most important Dutch li-
braries. Over the years, he knew 
how to ensure the cooperation of 
the members. Many of them con-
tributed their own publications, 
and sometimes even their entire 
private libraries. 

The first catalogue of the collec-
tion appeared in 1821; it describes 
5,600 volumes – while not a very 
large or impressive collection, it 
was a beginning. Thanks to con-
tributions by King William I and 
the government, the succeeding 
years brought notable additions. 
In 1823 the Institute received a 
handwritten collection of Chris-

tian and Constantine Huygens’ 
works from a royal purchase. In 
1824 a government credit made 
possible the acquisition of works 
from the library of the mathemati-
cian Van Swinden. A few months 
later Meerman’s collection was 
put up for auction – which was 
undoubtedly one of the most im-
portant private collections in the 
Netherlands. If the Institute ever 
had the possibility of building 
up its library to one of the most 
important in the country, it was 
at this auction. Unfortunately, its 
limited resources prohibited this. 
Realising this ideal to become a 
large and important library was 
still in the far future. It was only 
in 1835-1837 that a few substantial 
additions would again take place; 
these included the acquisition of 
the oriental manuscript collection 
of Johannes Willmet, which was a 
personal gift of William I. 

In 1851 the Institute was replaced 
by a much reduced Royal Acade-
my of Sciences, which meant that 
the general growth of the library 
would cease. When librarian Van 
Lennep died in 1853, his tasks were 
taken over by the secretary of the 
Academy. After 1855, when the 
Academy was again expanded, the 
library’s growth was also restored. 
In 1858 a new, improved catalogue 
appeared. Special acquisitions 
from the last decades of the nine-
teenth century were the literary 
collections of Willem Bilderdijk 
and Jacob van Lennep.

Around 1900 it became clear 
that the desire to form a large 
and important scientific library 
would not be realised. In the 
twentieth century the transition 
from a library of books to one of 
journals required all the staff’s at-
tention. No one seemed to have 
any interest in the old collection, 
and major manuscript parts have 
been put on permanent loan to 
the Royal Library in The Hague 
and Leiden University. It was only 
in the 1990s that interest was re-
vived for the Academy library. A 
restoration department was be-
gun, along with a number of ex-
hibitions, and an effort was made 
to re-catalogue the collection, as 
well as to do research in special 
sections. Ten years after it had be-
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ties, read just about everything he 
could lay hands on; his followers 
have duly reconstructed and col-
lected all of it so that the Institute 
not only owns Marx’s own works, 
but also almost every document 
he ever quoted from. In such 
ways the iish built a library that 
includes much more in the field 
of belles lettres than would be 
expected, as well as many books 
that really belong to the history of 
philosophy and science – just like 
the classical Academy library.

	Third, in the past few years the 
kind of knowledge that has been 
brought together in the Academy 
library has itself increasingly be-
come a subject of social-economic 
historical research. It represents 
a significant part of what Joel 
Mokyr has called the ‘proposi-
tional knowledge’ -- or scientific 
knowledge about the ‘what’ and 
‘why’ of things – that during the 
European Industrial Revolution 
forged a unique link with the 
more practically oriented ‘prescrip
tive knowledge’, more concerned 
with the ‘how’ of things. The 
implications this carried for Eu-
ropean economic growth and ex
pansion now form an important 
element in the debate about the 
rise of the ‘knowledge economy’, 
which no longer only plays out in 
the areas of intellectual history or 
the history of science.

	Finally, it is simply a beautiful 

library. In addition to the books 
-- which, though clearly not col-
lected in a very systematic way, 
by their sheer number provide an 
interesting picture of the develop-
ment of science from the seven-
teenth to the twentieth centuries 
-- it contains a distinguished and 
often comprehensive collection of 
learned journals, beginning with 
the Journal des Sçavans and the 
Philosophical Transactions of the 
Royal Society. Moreover, the Insti-
tute made a liberal selection from 
the niwi’s modern collection on 
the history of science, thus add-
ing many reference works and his-
tories of learned societies, which 
provide background information 
for the historic collection.

Possible Connections 
between KNAW Library 

and IISH Collections and 
Research: One Scholar’s 

Choice in eleven Examples

2  Fifteenth century
To start with political history: 
Janós Thuróczy (ca. 1435-1490): 
Chronicles of the Hungarian 
kings, printed in Brno, 20 March 
1488. This incunabulum appeared 
in a longer version of 168 folios for 
internal use (probably this copy) 
and in a shorter version, which 
does not contain the details of the 
war that the then king, Mathias 

Corvinus, had waged against the 
Austrians. Corvinus was also king 
of Bohemia (where Brno is locat-
ed). This knaw copy is the only 
one in the Netherlands; we were 
able to trace about 20 copies of 
the version worldwide.
	 Notable is the manipulation 
of the title is (which in this case 
can be found in the back of the 
book). There is no doubt that, as 
our copy shows, it should be: Il-
lustrissimorum hungariae regum 
chronica. The knaw catalogue 
says, however: Illustrissima Hun-
gariae regum chronica, while the 
Hungarian scientific edition of 
1985 reads: Chronica Hungaro-
rum. A shift, in short, from the 
widely-renowned kings via the 
kings pure and simple, to their 
subjects. How to convert, stealth-
ily, political history into social his-
tory!

2  Sixteenth century economic 
history 
Beeldenaars were booklets or al-
bums in which current legal coins 
were pictured, together with indi-
cations of their conversion rates, 
to which often lists of current, but 
no longer valid coins were added. 
Before the nineteenth century, the 
actual coinage in circulation was 
often so confusing that the public 
sorely needed this type of handy 
guide. Both the government and 
private parties (whether or not 
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with the approval of the govern-
ment or even a government mo-
nopoly) were allowed to take the 
initiative in this. Related to these 
were official regulations about the 
validity of coins. This type of pub-
lication, of which the oldest extant 
one was printed at the end of the 
fifteenth century in the Southern 

Netherlands, especially Antwerp, 
is clearly of enormous interest 
because it provides some insight 
into the circulation of coins and 
is necessary for interpreting wage 
and price information (see our 
Website: www.iisg.nl/hpw).
	 Beginning in the 1920s, Profes-
sor Posthumus was already look-
ing for this type of documents, 
and he also acquired various ones 
for neha/ehb. In addition to a 
French booklet from 1532, it in-
cluded a small bundle of three 
Amsterdam beeldenaars from 
1558, 1559, and 1560, all published 
by Jan Ewoutszoon, sculptor and 
book publisher in Amsterdam 
from 1531 to 1561. As sculptor, he 
would surely have been able to 
make woodcuts. In this case that 
was necessary, since it appears 
that he copied the woodcuts for 
hundreds of coins in his albums 
from those of Joost Lambrecht, 
the printer from Ghent who had 
received the monopoly for beelde-
naars from the crown. Jan Ewout-
szoon’s widow was well-known as 
a printer between 1565 and 1568.
	 The knaw copy is also com-
prised of three editions (from 
1559, 1566 and 1568) from the 
same book printer’s studio, but 
– and here is where it becomes 

interesting – each individual piece 
varies from the neha/ehb group 
that was already present. Thus, it 
puts us in a better position to fol-
low closely the circulation of coins 
just before the revolt. Of course, 
this requires very careful compari-
son, image by image.
	 The only other similarly large 
collection of this type of publica-
tions exists in the newly estab-
lished Geld- en Bank Museum 
(Money and Banking Museum) 
in Utrecht. 

2  Seventeenth century 
economic history
Although neha/ehb owns the 
most important economic histo-
ry collections in the Netherlands, 
and is also renowned internation-
ally, the history of agriculture is 
perhaps the least represented of all 
economic sectors here. It is thus 
fortunate that an early handbook 
on agriculture and gardening 
is part of the collection. It was 
printed in Amsterdam in 1622 by 
Michiel Colijn. This work is De 
Veltbouw ofte Lant-winninghe 
by Kaerle Stevens and Jan Libaut. 
Although these authors have what 
seem to be very Dutch names, 
they are really two Frenchmen. 
Charles Estienne (1504-ca. 1564), a 

T i t l e  p a g e 

o f  a  B e e l d e -

n a a r ,  f r o m 

1 5 6 6 ,  w i t h  a 

p o r t r a i t  o f 

C h a r l e s  V

( K NAW   

L i b r a r y , 

n o w  a v a i l -

a b l e  a t  i i s h )

P r i n t  w i t h 

a n  o v e r -

v i e w  o f  t h e 

B a t t l e  a t 

N i e u w p o o r t , 

1 6 0 0 ,  a s  p u b -

l i s h e d  b y 

H o n d i u s  i n 

1 6 2 4  ( K NAW   

L i b r a r y , 

n o w  a v a i l -

a b l e  a t  i i s h )

Waterfront dec 05-1113 E.indd   12 31-01-2006   10:41:45



{  12  }

In
te

rn
at

io
na

al
 i

ns
ti

tu
ut

 v
oo

r 
so

ci
al

e 
ge

sc
hi

ed
en

is

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l 
in

st
it

ut
e 

of
 s

oc
ia

l 
hi

st
or

y

{  13  }

o n  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  1 1  ·  2 0 0 5

medical doctor and printer, pub-
lished his Praedium rusticum (bo-
erenhofstede, or farmer’s manor) 
in 1554. Ten years later this work 
was translated into French by Jean 
Liébault (ca. 1535-1569), and was 
published, together with an expla-
nation about wolf hunting, by an-
other author in 1567. In 1562 the 
first Dutch translation appeared; 
our copy is the sixth Dutch edi-
tion. This edition was given to the 
knaw by the well-known political 
science professor H.W. Tydeman 
(1778-1863). Although this print-
ing from 1622 also exists in a few 
other Dutch libraries, it is still a 
very good addition.

2  Seventeenth century social 
history I
Mercenaries are probably the oldest 
wage earners in the world. Within 
the framework of our coordinated 
research programme ‘Global la-
bour history’, they are thus very 
worth studying. The same is true 
for sailors, which also constitute a 
group of international proletarians 
whose history began long before 
the Industrial Revolution. 
	 The fact that one of the most 
important bequests that the knaw 
ever received originated with Jan 
Hendrik van Kinsbergen (1735-
1819) is also very important. In 
addition to his importance for the 
maritime history of the Republic 
(he was second in command at 
the Dogger Bank in 1781) and in 
Russia (he fought on the Russian 
side against the Turks in 1771-1775, 
and won a battle on the Black 
Sea), he was also an important 
book collector, especially of books 
about shipping and warfare. One 
of these is the fairly rare knaw 
copy of Henricus Hondius (1573-
1649) Korte beschryvinge, ende 
afbeeldinge van de generale rege-
len der Fortificatie (Den Haag, 
1624), only represented in four 
other Dutch libraries. Its subject 
is fortifications and warfare in the 
first phase of the Dutch revolt. It 
contains marvellous illustrations 
of the famous battle on the beach 
near Nieuwpoort in 1600. You 
can see the troops of the Repub-
lic advancing against those of the 
Archdukes. Especially noteworthy 
is that it indicates the origin for 

each banner. There is no better 
proof of the international labour 
market for soldiers.

2  Seventeenth century social 
history II
The famous English philosopher 
Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) was 
primarily known for the powerful 
originality of his political philoso-
phy, and opens this with de list of 
Hobbes-Locke-Hume. He began 
with the development of his ide-
als in 1640, first in De cive (1642) 
and then in the final version, his 
well-known Leviathan (1651). 
According to Josef Schumpeter, 
he can also be viewed as one of 
the founding spirits of sociology. 
More than any other philosopher 
of natural law, he carried over the 
incipient mechanistic materialism 
to social sciences, and by doing 
this, was the founder of political 
philosophy. Crucial is that the 
basis of his thinking was analyti-
cal equalitarianism (as opposed 
to Christian normative equali-
tarianism, such as the Levellers) 
as a permissible working hypoth-
esis, and thereafter, as the basis for 
social-scientific empirical work. 
Therefore, social history can also 
be said to have its roots in Hob-
bes, certainly as it is practiced at 
this Institute.
	 It is not surprising then that the 
Institute, in addition to an impos-
ing collection of Levellers’ books 
also had the Latin edition (prob-
ably the third) of De cive from 
1647, the first French edition from 
1647, as well as the first Dutch edi-
tion of Leviathan from 1667 (and 
I am omitting the later editions). 
The knaw copy is the first English 
edition of De cive from 1651: Phil-
osophicall Rudiments concerning 
Government and Society. Or, a 
dissertation concerning man in his 
several habitudes and respects, as 
the member of a society, first secu-
lar, and then sacred. . . . (London: 
Royston, 1651).

2  Seventeenth and eighteenth 
century economic history I
The Dutch are especially famous 
for their trade in the tropics in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centu-
ries, but their seaborne empire was 
also based on a substantial trade 

with the Mediterranean countries. 
Because of the great peril for the 
merchant marine arising from pi-
racy and continuous warfare the 
merchants organized this trade in 
a very centralized manner. In 1625, 
a Directorate of the Mediterrane-
an trade was established, to last for 
two hundred years. The directors 
arranged for convoys, established 
diplomatic relations with the Ot-
tomans, Venetians and others ma-
jor powers in the region and were 
allowed by the States General to 
levy taxes from the merchants in 
order to cover the costs. The knaw 
library contains a voluminous col-
lection of 77 partially manuscript, 
partially printed documents origi-
nated from this Directorate. It is 
probably composed around 1762 
in Amsterdam.

2  Seventeenth and eighteenth 
century economic history II
A comparable collection of docu-
ments is devoted to the Fourth 
Dutch War (1780-1784). This 
war was suddenly begun by the 
English on 20 December 1780, 
who had for years been irritated 
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by the Dutch support for the 
Americans, especially by Amster-
dam. The 23 items in this knaw 
copy – all printed – primarily 
deal with the responsibility for 
the start of the war. This question 
was asked immediately, because 
the war began so catastrophically. 
By the end of January, 1781, the 
English had already captured 200 
Dutch merchant ships, and the 
damages from this alone came to 
15 million guilders. The support-
ers of Orange, who were English 
sympathisers, blamed the patri-
ots, who were French sympathis-
ers, and especially the municipal 
government of Amsterdam. The 
indecisive sea battle of the Dog-
ger Bank in August 1781 brought 
little satisfaction.
	 Who the person was that built 
up this collection, probably im-
mediately following the peace 
in 1784, is not clear. It may have 
been a sympathiser of the prince. 
Of these 23 items, we were able 
to identify most in other librar-
ies, except for eight of them. Very 
likely, therefore, these are rare and 
possibly unique. 

2  Eighteenth century social 
history I 
We automatically associate en-
cyclopaedic and systematic ideas 
in the eighteenth century with 
France. This is so because of the 

immense projects they undertook 
in this area, such as the Ency-
clopédie and the Description des 
arts et métiers faits ou approuvés 
par messieurs de l’Académie des 
Sciences in 113 parts, which ap-
peared in 1761-1789. The editor 
of this series, Henri Louis Du-
hamel du Monceau (1700-1782), 
also wrote other technical works, 
about shipbuilding and a closely 
allied industry, rope-making. His 
detailed attention to the way the 
work is done is very interesting, 
for it enables us to get a glimpse 
of the workers.
	 The knaw owns a second re-
vised edition from 1769 of his 
Traité de la fabrique des manoeu-
vres pour les vaisseaux, ou l’art 
de la cordonnerie perfectionné 
(1747). The first edition is available 
in Delft University, while, in addi-
tion to this copy of the second edi-
tion, there are three other copies 
available in the Netherlands. The 
neha already owned two Dutch 
translations (from 1759 and 1791), 
as well as another comparable 
book by the same author. 

2  Eighteenth century social 
history II 
But thinking systematically about 
work was definitely not a French 
monopoly, as can be seen from the 
work of the English shipbuilder 
William Sutherland. In two books 

from 1717 about the Prices of La-
bour in Ship-Building, he shows 
that he is aware of the fact that 
labour costs are of overriding im-
portance. He also tries to calculate 
these carefully.
	 The knaw copy combines part 
one from 1717 with part two from 
1729, and is nowhere else available 
in the Netherlands. For this book 
as well, the knaw again owes it 
thanks to Van Kinsbergen.

2  Eighteenth century social 
history III 
In the past, mutinies were not 
rare, and they are the subject of 
an increasing number of studies. 
Of special interest in this regard 
are their international aspects and 
to what extent was there interna-
tional proletarian solidarity – or 
the opposite. Various examples of 
Dutch ships in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries have 
already been studied. But they 
are really overshadowed by the 
one, world-famous mutiny on 
the Bounty, here represented by 
the first English edition of 1790. 
This knaw copy is fairly rare in 
the Netherlands, because only one 
other copy can be found in the 
University Library of the Univer-
sity of Amsterdam.
	 What is interesting for a Dutch 
audience is that the Bounty’s re-
turn trip was via voc (East India 
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for the Friends and will extend 
our scope beyond the usual 
congresses, lectures and col-
lections (also see the separately 
published supplement to On the 
Waterfront 10).

•	 The research project Work, In-
come and the State in Russia 
and the Soviet Union, 1900-
2000 convened a well-attended 
gathering at the iish on 4 April. 
A few visitors drafted a report 
about the event. Efforts are also 
in progress to produce an exhi-
bition to complement the study, 
to be featured in Amsterdam 
and Moscow alike. This will 
obviously be wonderful expo-
sure for the Friends, especially 
because it will introduce the In-
stitute outside the usual circle 
(also see On the Waterfront 10, 
pp. 14-15). The nwo has granted 
funding toward follow-up re-
search. A few researchers from 
the present group will carry on 
the study.

•	 Fifteen hundred instead of 500 
copies of Waterfront 10 were 
printed by mistake (and at no 

extra charge). One thousand 
surplus copies are thus avail-
able for distribution. All mem-
bers of the Dutch House of 
Representatives have received a 
copy together with an introduc-
tory letter, as have the Dutch 
members of the European Par-
liament. So far, still few have 
responded. We are considering 
addresses to send the remaining 
copies as advertisements. Sug-
gestions are welcome.

•	 A sale of duplicates and surplus 
copies from the iish library was 
held during the History Week 
(Autumn of 2005). The Friends 
have received the proceeds from 
this sale. Both the proceeds 
from and the turnout at this 
day, which was on Saturday, 29 
October, were impressive.

•	 A professional accountant has 
agreed to provide initial finan-
cial, tax-related and notarial 
advice free of charge regarding 
domestic and foreign donations 
and requests and the like. The 
details will be elaborated at fu-
ture meetings.

Report of the eleventh 
General Members Meeting, 2 june 2005, 

in brief

Company) settlements in the In-
dies and the Cape (were it called 
at on 16 December 1789). On 14 
March 1790 the ship arrived in 
Plymouth, and in the same year 
the captain, William Bligh (1754-
1817), was able to have his Narra-
tive published.
	 Recently, the press reminded 
us of this famous episode when a 
substantial number of the inhabit-
ants of the Pitcairn Islands – de-
scendants of the mutineers led by 
second mate Fletcher Christian 
(who died in 1793) – were charged 

•	 The Open Table on Tuesdays 
between 1.00 and 2.00 p.m. in 
the iish reading room is well 
attended; the usual turnout is 
six to eight people. People net-
work, describe current research 
projects, and discuss their find-
ings. The discussions are in 
English, except when all guests 
present are Dutch. A cube will 
be placed on the table to draw 
people’s attention to the Friends 
of the iish.

•	 At the upcoming twelfth Gen-
eral Members Meeting (26 
January 2006), as the planned 
lectures on terrorism are now 
on hold due to organizational 
obstacles, we will review Art at 
the iish, given the wealth of art 
present here.

•	 The research project Vrouwe-
narbeid tijdens de Republiek 
[Women’s work during the 
Dutch Republic] is progressing 
well. At the Lakenhal in Leiden 
an exhibition will be featured 
on the same theme, produced 
in part by the researchers. The 
event will be good publicity 

with rape. Yet these islanders still 
did not wish to be subject to Eng-
lish courts.

2  Nineteenth century
Finally, we show a special nine-
teenth-century work: the knaw 
copy of Description de l’Egypte. 
Although it is not exactly in the 
area of social or economic his-
tory (the last parts, 19-24, on 
Histoire Naturelle, do indeed fit 
in this area), they appeal to the 
imagination because of their ex-
tent, design, and contents. This 

Description de l’Egypte recalls 
the famous campaign of Napo-
leon in Egypt in 1798-1799 and 
the antiquarian interest of the 
French in the glorious Egyptian 
antiquity. The careful execution of 
this report required a great deal 
of time to complete. The first edi-
tion appeared in Paris from 1809 
to 1813, and had 9 folios and 12 
atlas sections. The knaw series is 
the second edition, in 24 volumes, 
took 10 years to appear, was pub-
lished by Pancoucke in Paris and 
appeared from 1820 to 1830.
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Huub Sanders
Images of aspiration
A documentary on social movements 
based on images from the collection of the 
International Institute of Social History
(ISBN 90 5260 190 9, 328 PAGES, FULL COLOUR, ILLUSTRATED a 25,00) 

This book draws on pictorial images to illustrate what ‘social 
movements’ are. All these illustrations come from the Inter-
national Institute of Social History that has actively acquired 
materials relating to social history ever since it was founded 
in 1935. Social movements everywhere share the same ba-
sic aims: emancipation, social freedom, and an improvement 
in conditions. The famous poster of Che Guevara, which has 
been pinned up in millions of student rooms across the world, 
is more than just a photograph of a man wearing a cap. It 

has become an icon and thereby plays a role in the struggle; it has become a means of acquiring or 
acknowledging an identity.

Frank de Jong & Marina de Vries
Algemeen Hollands
Ben van Meerendonk en zijn 
Fotopersbureau
(ISBN 90 5260 193 3, 224 PAGINA’S, GEÏLLUSTREERD, 1 29,90)

Fotojournalist Ben van Meerendonk (Amsterdam, 1913) 
startte zijn carrière als vijftienjarige dweil- en loopjon-
gen in dienst van het destijds befaamde Vereenigde 
Fotobureaux. Hij verwezenlijkte na de oorlog zijn ideaal: 
een eigen bureau met de grootse naam Algemeen Hol-
lands Fotopersbureau (AHF). Hoewel Van Meerendonk 
als medeoprichter van World Press Photo en drievoudig 
winnaar van de Zil veren Camera in de nabijheid ver-
keerde van fotografen als Paul Huf, Cas Oorthuys en Johan van der Keuken, had hij geen artistieke 
of maatschappelijke pretenties. Hij was ook niet geïn teresseerd in het grote nieuws. Liever maakte 
hij ‘het leuke, niks bijzondere, gewone nieuws’: brand jes en ongelukken, sport en het Koninklijk Huis 
naast een stortvloed aan muziek- en fi lmhelden. Juist door zijn gebrek aan pretentie, zijn ongecom-
pliceerde, pragmatische opvatting van het vak – vrije jongen in de jaren vijftig en zestig van de vorige 
eeuw – geven zijn foto’s een fraai beeld van een land waarin eenvoud en gezelligheid heerste en 
gewoon doen nog in de mode was.

Ellie Smolenaars
Een passie voor vrijheid: Clara Wich mann 
(1885-1922)
(ISBN 90 5260 173 9, 248 PAGINA’S, GEÏLLUSTREERD, 1 24,90)

Elk individu moet vrijheid zelf doorleven, vond Clara Wichmann. 
Het korte en gepassioneerde leven van de juriste en essayiste 
Wichmann (1885-1922) staat in het teken van haar zoektocht naar 
vrijheid en identiteit. Clara doorleeft een stormachtige jeugd en 
raakt in de ban van het romantisch idealisme van Schopenhauer, 
Nietzsche en haar neef Walther von Wickede. In haar Utrechtse 
studententijd meent ze de levensoplossing te vinden in de He-
geliaanse fi losofi e. Ze stort zich in het volle leven en strijdt voor 
vrouwen kiesrecht en pacifi sme. Enkele uren na de geboorte van 
haar dochter Hetty komt er een abrupt einde aan haar rusteloze 
en productieve leven. Clara Wichmann is dan 36 jaar oud. Deze 
biografi e sleept de lezer mee op een ontdekkingsreis langs Cla-
ra’s fascinaties en leest als een spannende roman. 
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